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NATIONAL PRIORITIES LIST

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C.—As a result of a 1985 discovery of water contamination
here, the Environmental Protection Agency is likely to place Camp Lejeune, as
well as other Federal installations, on the National Priorities List (NPL).

The NPL establishes priorities for the EPA‘s use of Supez:f\und monies to
clean up what they consider to be among the most serious toxic sites in the
United States. However, federal facilities are not eligible to receive
Superfund monetary assistance unless the contamination is caused by a private
conhcern. ' ,

The area under .étudy at Camp Lejeune is the Hadnot Point industrial area.
In 1985, traces of trichloroethylene, dichloroethylene and tetrachloroethylene
were found in 8 of 35 wells in this area. The affected wells were immediately
closed, and have remained closed since. No single contamination point has been
identified as the source of contamination for the wells, and no contamination
has been detected by periodic tests of drinking water aboard base.

Camp Lejeune continuously pursues a vigorous program of hazardous waste
training, handling, and management that includes annual courses of instruction
for those dealing with hazardous waste. In addition, the base has minimized
the use of hazardous materials by substituting non-hazardous substances for
vehicle maintenance and parts cleaning.

No hazardous waste is permanently disposed@ of aboard Camp Lejeune.

As a Model Installation and as a responsible part of the Eastern North
Carolina commmity, Camp Lejeune is dedicated to protection and preservation
of the environment in cooperation with state and national officials.
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CAMP LEJEUNE (AP) -A ba-

- by-sitting service.at Camp. Le-

jeune has been ordered closed af-
ster tests showed pesticide contam-
inating the soil around the semce g
building. =

In March, survevs showed DDT |

at a-level of 6.3 parts per million.
and.chlordane at a level of 170,
parts-per billion in soil near thei
Staff-NCO . Sitter - Service. Local;:
- records indicate that the site was; ﬁ,

~ used - for . mixing - insect-control .4}

.chemicals in the 1940s. 4
‘A report prepared by the U. S
Naval Regional Energy and Envi-
ronmental Support Activity of .
Port, Hueneme, Calif., did not indi-
cate at what level of contamina-
tion DDT and chlordane are con-

- sidered a health hazard. Base
‘commander Maj. Gen. Charles

“Coopier ordered the service closed
as a precaution until information
“on the thresholds can be obtained
" from Port Hueneme. -

So far, the baby-sitting serv1ce is
the only site on Camp Lejuene
where officials said they found evi-
dence of contamination.

Because a second base sxttmg
sepvice must be expanded to ac-
commodate . the displaced chil-

‘ dren the Staff-NCO Sitter Service

wxll,not close until Tuesday. Then,
the geight employees and 65 chil-
dren from Staff-NCO will be trans-
ferred to the Midway Park Sitter
Sepvxce alsoon the base.

Additional soil samples and air

samples from inside the building
have been collected and sent to the
- Port. Hueneme facility for further.
tes;,s : .
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AStaff Report :
CA Camp Lejeune baby- sxttmg servrce
: wm be closed Tuesday bec_ause toxic-
-.chemicals have been found in the soil
; beneath the buddmg housmg the day-
care facility. . o+
Chlordane, DDT and two DDT
, r_ denvatwes chemlcals used for insect
* and pest control, were found by Navy
; Department inspectors in the soil
» beneath the Staff NCO Sitter Service at -
+ the corner of Holcomb and Brewster
< boulevards :
- The site previously was used as a
headquarters for mosquito-control ac-
- livities on the base, according to the
“Joint Public Affairs Office, and the
: -chemicals were mixed at the location
for distribution to spray trucks.
- Camp Lejeune.officials waited until
Tuesday to close the facility, the public-
; -affairs office indicated, to provide time
= to expand the Midway Park sitter ser-
vrce to accommodate the 85 chiidren
and eight employees affected by the
>‘ = shutdown i
The presence of the chemlcals was
« revealed in an initial report on soil
~"samples taken from six inches beneath
: ‘ground level at the sitter service. The
,report prepared by the U.S. Naval ~
:Regional Energy and Environmental
~Support Activity , is part'of a national

" survey required by law of all sites con- -

- taining potentially hazardous waste. .
= A complete report on several toxic-
.. waste sites at Lejeune is expected in-
' August, although final results from the
- soil sample analysis from the sitter ser-
" vice site are expected in two or three
~ weeks, according to the public- affalrs
office.
" According to sketchy base records
- and the recollection of former base
. employees, the site was used to mix
- mosquito-control chemicals into the,
+ Jate 1950s and possibly as late as 1960.

Py e

-cording to the pubhc-affaxrs office.

“environment it its potenuaz as. a.'

N trol termites. -

affected by the shutdown of the sntter

“knowledge of why the- decision was

Base mve'ntory 'record_s indicate the "
building became a school in 1960 and  }
‘was switched to a sitter service in 1967.
The initial ‘soil  sample report in--§ -
dicates 6.3 parts per million DDT was" }
found six inches below ground level and
170 parts per bﬂhon chlordane were
found. - :
Base officials do not know what levels )
of DDT and chlordane are considered |
hazardous to humans in samples taken
from six inches below: the soil, ac-

The use of DDT, however, an ab--
breviation for the chemical dim_ethyl{ :
dichloral-trichloral ethane, has been’ |
outlawed in the United States because™ "
of its lengthy adverse reaction on the’

cancer-causing substance, = .

Although its use has been- seve }y v
restricted since chlordane was usedat .~
Lejeune for mosquito control, it is st tilla
preferred chemical among many exter--
minators for use under buﬂdmgs to con~ ‘

Both - chemlcals uare,i ¥
chiorinated hydrocarbons and as such;-
are highly. toxic and suspected of caus-~
-ing cancer.<The- heavy chiorination
‘results in-a molecular bond that per-:
sists in the environment and does not:
easily break down for decomposition.: = -

The publie-affairs office” indicated;: -
however, that none of the chuldren or"
employees - have demonstrated- any - }
symptoms indicating a toxic reaction -
from any of the chemicals identified: :
There are no intentions at this time.to-- §
medically examine any of the 73 people "

service. _‘
- Base ‘“‘officials have no ttrsthand i

~“made” to allow location of & school and
the sitter- service ‘on: the: forme ’
mosquito-control chemical site.: 4
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- TGXEC chemzea}é
| once at Lejeune,
now at El Toro
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' “We're dealing with skeletons of

" ByRICHARDF.SMITH .

Daily News Staff
The same toxic chemical “found
during 1885 in 10 wells at Camp Le-

Point air station in BHavéloek, said -

Chberry Point spokesman Gunnery

California water-quality " officials
ordered the Marine Corps in July to

investigate the well contamination.

_"However, Marines agreed to study

ST -

LeJeune was cited by N.C. agen—
cies - for vmlatmg grouud water
standards. -- -

Eight .of . the closed weﬂs were in

i jeune is in three wells on or near El “oiily the pollution found on El Toro. ~ the Hadnot Point water system. The
: Toro Marine air station in Califor- ' They said .a “special Pentagon  otber twowereinTarawa Terrace.
P nia. Officials there recently began a -,cleanup “fund- cannot -be used on ;. Well closings forced water-use re-
kw4, Drobe into the cause of the con- pnvateproperty e . strictions in May 1985 in Tarawa -
’ " tamination.” ~* e Fearing TCE cmﬂd spreadxf nego—-‘f*j Terrace. ey
“The 10 Lejeune wells were closed " tiations dragged on, Orange-County : AR 3111111&1'? Watel'llne from the
in 1985 after -pollution ‘by cancer- . Water District officials -agreed in , Holcomb Boulevard water plant to
; . causing trichloroethylene and two , lateNovembertofundthestudy.,::-.- ‘ } Tarawa Terrace-was completed in
: , otherchemxcalswas discovered. * .- - 3 They~-will -seek -reimbursement | June 1985. and ‘water, rostnctlons
-~ "Lejeune -water Tremains safe to' from Manﬂes}fElTOfOISl‘%pOﬂSk werelifted. - 1 = 5o
"L drink, according ‘to 1st Lt. Frank . ble.-- ~ore b “The stuff (TCE) is shll there” in
<.{ -+ Shaw of the base Jomt Pubhc Af-, . “Up to Seven' momtonng wel}s will . the closed wells, Shaw said today.
-t fairsOffice.” - - - be drilled -to- identify—the- TCE i : Two-wells were polluted by a dry
i/-\ : 'mchloroet.hvlene, or TCE; “was - source s‘-';-:m-&-.-—.—_—.,. G cleaner on Lejeune.Boulevard Shaw
#7  commonly used during the 1970s as “Water -su % g } said. - R
‘ a solvent for degreasing aircraft and Cmmty are-ammnoeﬂ*‘l'GE found in i Elght were contarmnated “by
“is in identified dump sites-at Cherry fn mﬁnm El ‘long-term : spillage -of ‘materials -on

the ground. They (Lejeune officials)

don’t haveza single source of con--

Sgt. Bill Brown. -~ reported. - ‘tamination. It gets ‘washed by rain-
TCE has ‘not been ‘foundin ‘drink- ! The Irvine Co landhas beenused ; water’ into the ground (water)
ing water at Cherry Point, he said.*" * only for- agriculture -for. decades. | :System. We’re continuing to menitor

the past, 40years of dumping with
minimal or no control, to where now
nothing pgoes into the ground v
Brown explained. -

or pear<El Tore, .according to The
Regxsternewspaperthere

"One-well is ‘on"El Toro. Two -are
outside the- base and supply ‘water toi_"?“‘ :

. TThe foin'-month study in Ca]xformaff;-

wxll cost ’oetween 8250_000 ‘and -

" Farmers. did not nse them.zmal
strengthsolvent. = 2. vi;

Water from the three Orange
County wells is safe for-agriculture,

but contains :as much as 10 times :

: *huring
-:a .prolonged drought or if deveiop-

o mtstramsexxstmgsupphes """"

‘Ten of -Lejeume’s 100 welis ‘were'

closed in May 1985 when TCE .and -
_* two-other toxic.chlorinated solvents :
; = adichloroethylene and

i tetrachioroethylene —-were found in
. wellwater, &l Yoz o smimmos

-

‘the wells and track conhammanon,” ,
" Shawsaid.

TCE “is used as-a solvent for a

¢ -variety of things. We've developed a

L

training " program for hazardous

Orange County, Calif., Water -more TCE than California allows for 'waste handling -and :management.
District . officials agreed ‘in late drinking water..:=. 327 - That's the long-term solution, the
- November to investigate high levels _ Irvine Co. planned to use its wells - only way you'll clean it up,” Shaw

" .of TCE in three agricultural wells on -, for bomes in the Irvipe:area :said. - ’

Cherry Point waste sites bearing
"TCE ‘in the -soil are off-limits .and
.are checked by that air station’s
‘Natural and Environmental
Resources Office, Brown sald
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" Environmental
study kicks-off

A team of experts contracted by the Navy'is
conducting an extensive environmental study at
Camp Lejeune and MCAS, New River. The
study, which began in May, will assess pollu-
tion control operations and soil and ground
water quality at 21 sites throughout Camp Le-
jeune and New River.

, Environmental engineers and scientists

“from the consulting firm of Environmental
Science and Engineering, Inc. of Gainesville,
Fla., will spend approximately six weeks drill-
ing wells and collecting water, soil and sediment

.- samples to determine if hazardous materials ex-

. ist and/or have the potential to contammate the

environment upon the base.

Colonel M. G. Lilley, assistant -chief of
staft, facilities, stated, **While contractor per-
sonnel will rountinely wear personal protective
equipment such as chemical resistant coveralls,
we do not expect to €xpose anyone to any con-
taminants.”

The results of the survey are due in August
1984. 1f any contaminants are discovered, a
review of alternatives will determine action
necessary to meet health “and environmental
standards. ' ,

ith the
“hopco
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Everything advertised in this publication must be made availadic i
for purchase, use or patronage without regard (0 race, creed, coi- ;
or, national origin, or sex of the publisher, user, or patron. A con-
firmed violstion or rejection of the policy by an advertiser will

result in the refusal o print advertising from that source.
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Chemicals
discovered
in Lejeune
water wells

By RICHARD F.SMITH
Daily News Staff

A Navy study of industrial con-
tamination has found volatile chem-
icals in 10 deep-water wells at Camp
Lejeune, causing Tarawa Terrace
residents to face restrictions on
water use while a new line is built.

Substances found in- the wells
were described today as ‘“volatile
organic chemicals” by Gunnery Sgt.
John Simmons of Lejeune’s Joint
Public Affairs Office.

He said he had no information on
whether the well water is dangerous
to humans.

i

OSSP S L

“According to the memo from the .

" chief of staff, facilities, no federal or

state regulations mandate an un-
acceptable level of these organic
chemicals in drinking water,”
Simmons said.

“The wells were ordered closed
pending further study and analysis
under the Navy Assessment and
Control of Installation Pollutants
Program,” the spokesman said.

“Ten deep-water wells aboard
base have been taken off-line since
December as a result of a Navy-
wide study of industrial contamina-
tion aboard Navy and Marine Corps
installations,"” Simmons said.

“Eight of the closed wells are in
the Hadnot Point water-supply
system, which services the main-
side area of the base. The other two

wells are in Tarawa Terrace,” he .

said.
“The well

closures have not -

created any water-supply problems '
for Hadnot Point, but the Tarawa -

Terrace system can barely meel
current demand for finished water.

“As a result, the commanding

general (Maj. Gen. Louis H. Buehl
HI) has

imposed some water .

restrictions on Tarawa Terrace

residents,"” Simmons said.

“A recent bulletin sent to Tarawa -

' Terrace housing residents urged
- them t{o conserve water

in the
following ways: water lawns Mon-
day through Thursday from 6 a.m,
to 9 a.m. only, do not wash cars, do
not let the water run while brushing
your leeth or washing dishes and
anly fluch tojlets "yr <anitary

i
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Jase closes

ten wells:

wastes

found

By Donna Long
and Shannon Brennan

Ten wells serving Camp Lejeune
housing areas have been closed due
to chemical contamination.

The contamination apparently

" comes from one or more of 72 old

waste disposal sites. at Camp Le-
jeune, said Lee Mittelstadt, public
information officer for the Solid and
Hazardous Waste Management
Branch of the N.C. Department of
Human Resources.

The chemicals include chlorinat-
ed solvents — dichloroethylene,
trichloroethylene and tetrachlor-
oethylene — and are toxic, she said.

_They are found in mdny types of

cleaning products.

Because Camp Lejeune is a feder-
al reservation, the state cannot fine
the base for its old disposal sites and
the base is not eligible for federal
Superfund cleanup money, she said.

Chuck Rundgren, head of the
state’s Water Supply Branch, said
the Navy has contracted with a pri-
vate firm to analyze the water fur-
ther. Rundgren said he did not
think Camp Lejeune residents need
to worry about getting bad drinking
water.

“I think we kind of caught it right
at the beginning,” he said.

Eight of the closed wells served
the Hadnot Point housing area and
two served Tarawa Terrace. The
closures leave Hadnot Point with an
adequate water supply, but Tarawa
Terrace residents have been or-
dered to conserve.

“That system can just barely
meet the current water demand,”
Gunnery Sgt. John Simmons of Le-
jeune’s Joint Public Affairs office

Wit o v i e TO M
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10 wells serving two
base housing areas
have been closed.

said of Tarawa Terrace.

Lawns in the housing project may
be watered only between 6 and 9
a.:m. Monday through Thursday and
wagshing cars is prohibited.

Residents are urged not to let wa-
ter run while they wash dishes or
brush their teeth and to flush toilets
only for sanitary purposes.

Simmons said an auxiliary water
line to ease the water shortage in
Tarawuz Terrace should be complet-

“ed in early June.

The wells were closed after a
Navy study in December of indus-
trial contamination on Navy and
Marine Corps bases, Simmons said.

Simmons said all 10 of the con-
taminated wells will remain closed
pending "further study and analysis
under the Navy Assessment and
Control of Installation Pollutants
Program.”

Simmons said he could not say
how the contamination got in the
wells. He did not know how deep the
wells were.

Simmons said that while there
were no state or federal regulations
that mandate an unacceptable level
of such contaminants in drinking
water, “we ordered the closure of all
wells that showed even a trace
amount.”

Donna Long is a Star-News corre-
spondent; Shannon Brennan s a
staff writer.

OGPV A0,
AGT V@
ANy Yot
L. QMY oA T



©Jacksonville Daily News Company, 1985

T

Vol. XLII No. 130

Jacksonville, N.C. .'

Covering

Four Sect

. 48 Pages
Single Copy Daily 25¢ Sunday 75

Friday, May 10, 1985.

Coastal
Carolina

10nS

-~

s B RICHARDF SMI

- Daily News Staff .
i A Navy study of industrial
tamlnation has found volatile- chem- ~

£ {eals in 10 deep-water wells at Camp
- Lejeune, causing Tarawa Terrace .
‘residents” to face restrictions on

: water use while a new line is built.

' Substances .found in the weus
were described -today as “volatile
organic chemicals” by Gunnery Sgt.
John Simmons of Lejeune's Jomt
Public Affairs Office, -« .

He said he had no information on
whether the well water is dangerous

tobumans, - -

", “According to the memo from the
chief.of staff, facilities, no federal or
state regulations mandate an un-
acceptable: level . of these -organic-
chemicals in drinking water,”
Simmons said. -

“The wells were ordered closed
pending further study and analysis
under the Navy Assessment and
Control 'of Installation Pollutants,

. Program,” the spokesman said.

- “Ten deep-water wells aboard
base have been taken off-line since
December as a result of a Navy-
wide study of industrial contamina-.
ard Nav, MMNNG Corps

- thistallatons Simmons said.
~ “Eight of the closed wells are in

the Hadnot Point water-supply -
system, which services the main-
side area of the base. The other two

“wells are in Tarawa Terrace,” he

said.

f‘The well closures. have not
created any water-supply problems
for Hadnot Point, but the Tarawa
Terrace system can barely meet
current demand for finished water.

“As a result, the commanding
general (Maj, Gen. Louis H. Buehl
III) has imposed some water
restrictions on Tarawa Terrace
residents,” Simmons said.

“A recent bulletin sent to Tarawa
Terrace housing residents urged
them ‘to conserve water in the
following ways: water lawns Mon-
day through Thursday from 6 a.m.
to 9 a.m. only, do not wash cars, do

not let the water run while brushing
your teeth or washing dishes and

anle flneh  tnilote far canitarv
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State officials identify
chemical contaminates.

A Staff and Wire Report

State officials have identified the
chemicals that have contaminated
10 deep-water- wells at Camp Le-
jeune, forcing base officials to close
the wells and institute conservation
measures at the Tarawa Terrace
housing area.

The toxic substances include chlo-
‘rinated solvents — dichloroethylene,
trichloroethylene and
tetrachloroethylene — said Lee
Mittelstadt, public information of-
ficer for the Solid and Hazardous
Waste Management Branch of the
state Department of Human Re-
sources. They are found in many

*types of cleaning products.

The contamination apparently
comes from one or more of 72 old
waste disposal sites on the base, Ms.
. Mittelstadt said.

Because Camp Lejeune is a
federal reservation, the state cannot
fine the base for its old disposal
sites. and the base is not eligible for
federal Superfund clean-up money,
she said.

Chuck Rundgren, head of the
state’s Water Supply Branch, said
the Navy has contracted with a
private firm to further analyze the
water. Rundgren said Camp Le-
jeune should not worry .about getting
bad drinking water.

] think we kind of caught it right
at the beginning,” he said. “It's not

something that has been running for

- two or three years:

Eight of the 10 wells are in the -
Hadnot Point water supply system,
while the other two supply Tarawa
Terrace.

Gunnery Sgt. John Simmons of the
base Joint Public Affairs Qffice said
Friday " that the Hadnot Point
closures have not threatened the
water supply of the base’s mainside -,
area, but that Tarawa Terrace
residents have been urged in letters
sent by Maj. Gen. Louis Buehl to
take several conservation measures.

Among those measures are .
watering lawns only from 6 a.m. to 9
a.m. Mondays through Thursdays,
not washing cars, not letting the
water run while brushing teeth or
washing dishes, and flushing toilets
only for sanitary purposes.

The letter states that the crisis
will be eased early next month with
the completion of an auxiliary
waterline from the Holcomb
Boulevard water plant to Tarawa
Terrace,

Simmons- said the wells were
closed after a Navy study last
December of industrial contamina-
tion on Navy and Marine Corps
bases and will remain closed
pending ‘‘further study and analysis
under the Navy Assessment and
Control of Installation Pollutants
Program.”
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. .Superfund cleanup money, she said.
'} "+ Chuck’ Rundgren, head of the
"] - state’s Water Supply Branch, said
" the Navy has contracted with a pri-

| Well

.cleaning produggs, :
..~ Because Car
“al Teservation, the state cannot fine

By DonnaLon
and Shannon
yells serving Camp Lejeune
housing areas have been closed due -
to Tcgém@"wnmmtigm ' 1

e coptamination -apparently
comes from one;or more of 72 old.

~ waste disposal “sites at Camp Le-

jeune, said Lee Mittelstadt, public.

" information officer for the Solid and
‘Hazardous Waste Management

Branch of the N.C. Department of
Human Resources,.. =~ =
““The chemicals include chlorinat-

ed solyents =, dichlaroethylene,
trichloroethylene - and <tetrachlor-:

_oethylené — and are toxic, she said.

They are found in many types of
_ 1"éﬁﬁé"i§é'feder-

the base for its old disposal sites and
the base is not eligible for federal

vate firm to-analyze the water fur-
ther. Rundgren said he 'did not

“ think Camp Lejeune residents need

to worry about getting bad drinking
water.- ' :

. said of Tarawa Terrace.

“] think we kind of caught it right
at the beginning,” he said. "It's not
something that has been running
for two or three years.”
Eight of the closed wells served

the Hadnot Point housing area and

- two served Tarawa Terrace. The

closures leave Hadnot Point with an
adequate water supply, but Tarawa
Terrace residents have been ‘or-
dered to conserve. . -

“That system can just barely -
meet the current water demand,”
Gunnery Sgt: John Simmons of Le-
jeune’s Joint Public Affairs office

Lawns in the housing project may
be watered only between 6 and 9
a.m. Monday through Thursday and
washing cars is prohibited.

Residents are urged not to let wa-
ter run while they wash dishes or
brush their teeth and to flush toilets

Please see WELLS, 7A

, Continued from 1A .
1 only for sanitary purposes.

S Simmons said an auxiliary water
-+ line to ease the water shortage in

Tarawa Terrace should be complet-
ed in early June.

The wells were closed after a

, Navy study in December of indus-
: trial contamination on Navy and
» Marine Corps bases, Simmons said.

Si.mmons said all 10 of the con-
tamn}ated wells will remain closed
pending “further study and analysis

vunder the Navy Assessment .and
- Control of Installation Pollutants
P’gsram_» o

immons said he could not say -
l‘;owﬁ tlg‘zgtam&ation got in th?ev

ells. He did not ‘

wells were, - - OWh‘? v dee‘p the
we?;mmogtesajdf;%haf’;while ‘there

no state or federal regulations
that mandate an unacceptable level
of sl_lcl}:' contaminants in drinking
water, “we ordered the closure of all

wells that showed even & trace
amount.” :

-5

Donna Long is a Star-News corre-
spondent; Shannon Brennan is a
staff writer. :
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JACKSONVILLE (AP) — Ten
wells serving Camp Lejeune Ma-
rine base housing areas have been

tha Ainanerneesr [Py

P
closed after the GiSCOVEry 01 WXic

chemical contamination, a state -

spokesman said.

The contamination apparently
comes from one or more of 72 old
waste disposal sites on the base,
said Lee Mittelstadt, public infor-
mation officer for the solid and
hazardous waste management
branch of the state Department of
Human Resources.

The toxic chemicals include
chlorinated solvents: dichloroe-

Camp Lejeune wells closed after dxs’cqxéi"y'.of toxic contamination

thyiené,: tnchloroethylene and te»

trachloroethylene, she said. They
are found. in' many types of

cleaning products, . .-

"Because Camp Lejeune is a

federal reservation, the” state -

can't fine the base for its old

disposal sites, and the base is not
eligible for federal ‘‘superfund”

cleanup mouney, Ms. Mittelstadt
said.

the Navy has contracted with a

. private firm o analyze the water
further. Rundgren said Camp Le- -

Toxins close wells at Lejeune

The Assaciated Press

JACKSONVILLE — Toxic chemical contamination;, which

Chuck Rundgren, head of the
state’s water supply branch, said

. jeune should notworry abbdt -

getting bad drinking water, "
“I think we kind of caught it

right at the beginning,” he said.

“It’s not something that has been
running for two or three years.

. The wells were-closed after a
Navy study last  December of-.
industrial contamination on Navy
and Marine Corps bases, said
Gunnery Sgt. John Simmeons of
Camp Lejeune’s Joint Public Af-

fairs Office. - -

Simmons said all 10 contaminat-
edwells will remain closed pend-
ing “further study and analysis.”’-

apparently came from one or more of 72 old waste disposal sites -
at Camp Lejeune, has forced the closing of 10 wells serving the
Marine base housing areas, a state spokesman says.

The toxic chemicals include chlorinated solvents — dichloroe-
thylene, trichloroethylene and tetrachloroethylene — according
to Lee Mittelstadt, spokesman for the Solid and Hazardous
Management Branch of the state Department of Human
Resources. They are found in many types of cleaning products. -

Because Camp Lejeune is a federal reservation, the state can’t
fine the base for its old disposal sites, and the base is not eligible
for federal “superfund” cleanup money, Ms. Mittelstadt said.

\
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¢ cAND L EJEUNE — When am-

phibious vehicles needed their oil
changed; they were backed into
‘woods near Courthouse Bay
2, over three gecades, they
ped as much as 400,000 gal-
wos of waste motor oil into the
auu
The Marmes at Camp LeJeune

perform the task differently now,

changing and collecting the oil in
maintenance areas. But a 1983

Navy-survey. showed that for.
years, hazardous chemicals were
scattered at a, va_nety of 51tes'

around the base."
The survey recommended 22

" waste sites for further environ-

mental study. At 10 of the sites,
the report said, .contamination
was caused by petroleum, oil and

lubricants. Some of the contami-

_nation resulted from spills at fuel ..

stevage tanks. In other cases,
cheriicals had seeped into the .
ground from pits used to tram-

firefighting crews."

{a the past,. t.he report saxd. _l

.about 1,000 gallons a week of

contaminated fuel, crankease flu-.

ids, paint thinners and other com-

pounds were spread on roads for’

dust control, and some fuel and”
solvents were used for flrefxghtmg

paining. 7
the Courthouse Bay site,
.-10,000 to 20,000 gallons of
h;:cd battery acid were poured out
#4 an estimated rate o
\mnth for a

. 100- by-v

d.mped or buried 'in randomly
selected spots. About one gallon
per year or 1,000 pounds in all
were dumped from 1956 to 1966.
The study saxd that amount of
LAAV‘\‘J-JJ w.vu.;u y\navu Luuuoauua
of gallons of water if it reached
W;ﬁter table. But no mercury

contammatxon has been

Alexander

b sl

Poliutants ~
~ were dum{oed
A i?j Suf

gi i

= 4 former chemical dump
near the rifle range area, at Camp
Lejeune’s remote southwest cor-
ner, wnich was used from lsbu Lo
1976. The six-acre dump could
contain 93,000 cubic “yards of
wastes, including the pesticides
DDT, malathion, diazinon, lin-

dane and PCBs sealed in concrete
tanks. PCBs, or polychlorinated .
" biphenyls, are cancer-causing

agents once used as fire-retarding

agents in electrical transformers.

m Two separate sites near Cur-
tis Road at the New River Air
Station, one of which had a bas-
ketball court on'the property. The

" materials- were believed to in-
" clude drums containing tear gas:

and solvents that may include
chloroform, carbon tetrachloride
and benzene. Drums with 4,100 to
5,500 gallons of chemicals were
believed to have been buried at
the basketball court site, and 1,400
to 4,100 gallons at the other site. - -

® An area between Sneads Fer-

ry Road and Ash “Street that
contained a lot used for pesticide
mixing and a pit that received
transformer oil, which probably
contained PCBs. It was estimated
the site contained 100 to 1,000
gallons of pesticides and 1,300 to
11,800 gallons of oil. The study
noted that quantity estimates
were not based on reliable data.
s A former nursery and day-
care center in Building 712 that
was used from 1%45 to 1958 for
pesticide storage and mixing.
Chemicals used in sxgmﬁcant
amounts included chlordane. DDT

~and diazinon. Stored or used to a

‘ minor_extent were dieldrin, lin-

dane, malathion, silvex and
245-’[‘ Contammated areas in-

~ clude a 6,300-foot playground.

" Robert B. Alexander, an envi-

. ronmental engineer at Camp Le-

jeune, said there were 1:0 health
tests done on children at the

‘center because tests of the build-
. ing and the site indicated the

occupants veere not exposed to
harmful amounts. He said the
children were not lorated in the
same outdoor areas where con-
tamination was suggestz?, b
center was relocated z: ¢
tion.
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Wayne Mathis, 4n environmen-
tal engineer with the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, said he
could not speculate on the poten-

“tial risks at each site without

knowing specifics about the sur-

. rounding area. He said the risk

from a particular site would de-

* pend on whether the material was
- in a stable location and whether

people had accesc. to ‘the chemi-

_ cals. P

“To have a bazard you've got
to have someone exposed to it or
have it moving,” he said. -

For example, he said, the report
of discarded mercury was serious

" “in. that it. represents an un-
" known,” but he could not gauge
' the rxsk to humans unless it was
_ directly threatening people. In
© general, he 'said, pestxcxdes such

as DDT do not migrate in the soil

. so contamination would be local-
_ ized.

“You &ouldnt want kids out

; there digging in the soil,” he said.
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CAMP LEJEUNE — Since the
1950s, Building 712 bad housed a

‘nursery and day-care center for
- the children of Camp Lejeune’s
Marines. But the young children .

were moved away in 1982 when
the soil of their fenced-in play-

- ground was found to be poisoned
. by a number of

pesticides. )
The building on Holcomb Boule-.
_vard hadn’t always been a nurs-
‘ery. Over a 13-year span before
toddlers were moved in, the Ma-

irine Corps had stored, mixed and "

“spilled” thousands of gallons of
pesticides in' and around Building
: 712. Among them, according to a

11933 Navy survey, were heavy.

- volumes’.of  chlordane, diazinon

and DDT.: ¢ -

- Some of the envirohixiéntal im-

pacts of military training at Camp

.Lejeune can.be seen instantly,

when artillery rounds slam into a
target range and blast craters out
of the sandy, shrub-covered soil.

- But other effects are less appar-

ent. Over the past 40 years
hazardous chemicals haveybeer;

" spilled, dumped, buried and

&urxi% at sites scattered across
e 170-square-mile base in -
al Onslow County: = cqast,

Gallons of mercury — enough to

- poison 184,000 acres of foot-deep

water' if- it ever reached the
shallow water table — were
dramed‘from, vadar equipmer.:
and. buried. Tear gas and other
poisons- may have been buried

. beneath what later was a basket-
~ ball court, the Navy survey found.

No one has been harmed by the

~ wastes, officials said. But no one

has yet fully assessed the long-

- term environmental risks, either.

This year, however, the dump

.. sites are receiving new attention
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from civilian and military envi-
ronmental officials.
Since February, 10 of Cam

' Lejeune’s 100 wells have been

closed after they were found to be
polluted. Eight had been tainted
by small amounts of fuel and

solvents used to clean weapons
and vehicles. Sclvents found in

two of the wells, in a residential

" neighborhood at the northern edge
" of the base, have been tentatively
. linked - to civilian dry-cleaning
. firms in nearby Jacksonville., -

State environmental officials

. who tested the wells cited Camp
' Lejeune in May for violating
* groundwater standards. Partly in
: response. to the state’s findings,

the Marines this summer commis-
sioned a 15-month, $500,000 study

. of 22 known or suspected -
* ous waste sites scattered around
* thebase. = -~ -
.~ . Environmental

they do not conmsider the waste
dumps threats either to New
River and nearby streams and
estuaries or to the 35,500 military
personnel and 11,500 dependents
who live or work on the base. But
the Marine Corps wants to mea-
sure pollution at the sites and
assess the long-term risks. A
Gainesville, Fla., firm conducting
the new study will make recom-
mendations about which dumps
should be cleaned up.

““The last thing we want to find
is that there is a large piece af
Camp Lejeune that can’t be used
because of toxic waste disposal,”
Robert B. Alexander, a base
environmental engineer, said in
an interview last week. ‘This
study will in some cases open up
areas where there is enough ques-

offiéiais s.ay'

FEmr ey

itary inv

- gy

IR

g

tion now &6 limit certain types of

. activity.”". -

Alexander said the 22 sites are .
not considered dangerous because ;
only trace amounts of contamina- .
tion have . been. found to have.

escaped from the dumps. He said
people had not been directly ex-
posed to the pollutants. (The Navy
report on Building 712, however,.
showed that the playground used

by the children. was, among the -
contaminated: areas.) . Activities
% are restricted near contaminated

- sites, . Alexander said, some, of

which are in remote locations..
In the 1983 survey, the Navy

" exarnined 73 waste disposal sites
~on the base and. three outlying

. sites in Jones County. The 22 sites

" were flagged for further investi-
{ - gation because of known or sus-

pected contamination from fuel,
discarded explosives and chemi-
cals including cancer-causing sol-
vents, PCEs in transformer oil
and pesticides. - ‘

- - Most of the known waste sites

were located at New River Marine
Corps Air. Station: and’ in the
industrial . area near Hadnot

.- Point, where the Marines operate

a steam heating plant, paint
shops, fuel storage facilities and a
sewage treatment plant. Other
waste sites may never be found,

"the Navy repert said. -~ =

According to the study,’ the
Marines used many scattered
sites all over the base for waste
disposal. Pesticides were buried
in pits. Battery acid was poured in

_holés™in " the ground. Waste oil,
¥ hydraulic fluids and solvents from

.. aircraft and vehicles were rou-

tinely spread on dirt roads for
dust control.. s
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State, federal and military envi-
ronmental officials said in sepa-
rate interviews that the practices
occurred before the mid-1970s,
when environmental - laws and

~ controls on the handling of chemi-

e o A T

cal waste were implemented. Sol-
id and hazardous wastes on base

" are row regulated by the N.C.
. Department of Human Resources.
_ Under a permit issued in Septem-
"ber 1984, the Marine Corps is-

itted temporarily to store

. waste from Camp Lejeune opera-

tions until:it is shipped to South

' Carolina for permanent disposal.

Alexander saic .the Marine

© Corps in recent years has added

- millions of dollars worth of pollu-
“ tion abatement facilities, “and
: waste material is now recycled or
¢ disposed of properly.
| that Marines receive ular
| training on proper waste disposal’.

He. added
regular

“The causes of these problems
really aren’t there any more,’’ he :
said. oo e 1N o tennd, Bl

Wayne Mathis, an environmen- :
tal engineer with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency;in!
Atlanta,* Ga., said- Camp Le--
jeune’s past practices:-and its .
problems were neither unique nor.
alarming, He compared the base

to a medium-sized city that would

generate waste from residents,
vehicle maintenance. and indus-
tries. s b Ve Sl
-“They would have a little of a
lot of things rather than a lot of
any one thing,” he said..» ' -
Arthur E. Linton, federal facili-
ties coordinator for the EPA’s
southeast region in Atlanta, said
Camp Lejeune and other military
installations had disposed of

-3y,

~waste in ways that were accepted..

practices in the past.
- “The military hasn’t done any-
thing that wasn’t done in the

" private sector,” he said. -~ - .

He said the contamination at
Camp Lejeune is not as bad as

~cases at other military bases in

‘ other states: involving larger

"amounts of chemicals and inci-

dents where pesticides have con-
taminated drinking water. The
EPA has proposed that four mili-
tary installations -~ one in “Ten-
nessee, two in Alabama and one in
(ye0rgia — receive top privriy iux
a cieanup effort by the Pentagon.
| .

o R Al

" LintodTsaid 7 the “most serious
problem: at: Camp. Lejeune was
contamination_ of - groundwater
with solvents that are suspected of
causing ‘cancer. The solvents are

. commonly-used for a number of.

purposes, including cleaning met-
al and engine parts.s ..t e ot

State records indicate that ‘wa-

" ter samples taken. from the.10:

' Camp Lejeune wells’ that- were
. closed. since February contained

varying’ amounts ‘of nine¢’ chemi-
cals: . - 5 : :

= The Mafines first found cortar:"
_inants in the wells: last year and
* informed the state, saidspokes-

men for the Marine Corps and the.
state. State testing. confirmed the

" contamination, and the 10 wells all-
- had been closed when, in May, the-
. N.C. Department of Natural Re-

~ sources and Community Develop- -

.=

-

Waew

ment informed Marine~ officials
that they had violated groundwa-
ter standards. The state said the
Marines . would have to take cor-
rectivé meastres. " S

*- In reply two months later, the.

Marines said they already had’

decided to commission the new

15-month study to assess hazard-.’

ouswastes on the base and also to:
pinpoint the sources of the well
pollutants, S a

Charles: E. Rundgren, head of
the state’s water supply branch,
said the wells had been plugged

~ shortly after they became con-

taminated. The amount of chemi-
cals found ‘were not a threat to
people who had been drinking the
water during that short peried, he
said. The water would not cause
someone to become ill from drink-
ing it, he said, but ill effects. could
result from leng-term exposure. .

H. Lee Mittelstadt, spokeswom-
an for the state Solid and Hazard-
ous. Waste  Branch, said state

_ officials felt Camp Lejeune was

taking ‘“adequate steps to protect
(people). from possible exposure
to the contaminants’’. by closing
dOWnthe Wells.‘ gt e R
She added that.-contamination

, from the.22 sites was a potential

_problem: but' not an immediate
' threat because the locations were
* known.and monitoring could de-

tect future trouble.. --.: - -~ -

sIBLICATION: NEUS20BSERVER
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Camp Lejeune authorities in
May notified base residents and
. water customers of the contami-
nants with leaflets and articles in
the base newspaper. Officiais said
that after the 10 wells were closed,
the base water system was abdle to
provide water from other sources
not affected by contaminants.
;' An NRCD report said contami- -
" nants were found in eight wells in
; the Hadnot Point system and two
; wells at Tarawa Terrace, a resi-
i dential ; area.; Some. hazardous
i waste sites pinpointed in the 1983
| study are located near the indus-
. trial area but none are located at
i Tarawa Terrace: #:uini &
Alexander said there is no clear
v relationship between the closing
' oftthe wells-and any specific waste
l ; SlA B, ,-r.~\;,> .;" : z y X -t

| #-“The way we' got ohto the well

». problem was in sampling near one

¢ -of our fuel farms,’” or fuel storage

facilities, he said. *“We sampled

~ ‘nearby wells. In one hear the fuel

farm, we didn’t detect fuel but did

- detect organic solvents.’>,.

, .. In its response :0 the NRCD.

‘ notice’ of violation, the Marine’

+ Corps said 50 to 70 shallow would:

be drilled: to test groundwater,

‘and the soil near suspected dispos-

. al sites-would be tested for the

presence of chemicals. "~ @

_ Col.- R.A." Tiebout, Camp Le-

jeune’s assistant chief of staff for’

facilities, characterized all of the:

actions so far — closing wells,

_ relocating the day-care center

and extensive tésting — as pre-

, cautionary measures. :

“We're going to do everything

to make water, air and land as
pure as possible,” he said.
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CAMP LEJEUNE — When am-
ious vehicles needed their oil
'ged; they were backed into
woods near Courthouse Bay
‘wnere, over thrée decades, they
dumped as much as 400,000 gal-
lorlxls of waste motor, oil mto the
$0: . *. 4 [0

The Marines at Camp LeJeune

perform the task differently now, '

_ changing and collecting the oil in
- maintenance “areas. But a 1983
~ Navy:“survey: showed. that for.
© years, hazardous ‘chemicals were -

scattered "at_ a, vanety of sxtes -

around the base' SR
The survey recommended 22
" waste sites for further environ-’
mental study. At 10 of the sites,’
the report said, .contamination
~ was caused by petroleum, oil and
. lubricants. Some of the contami-

_ nation resulted from spills at fuel

storage tanks. In other cases,
chemicals had seeped into the -

ground from pits used to tram"

firefighting crews." i .
In the past,: the’ report saxd..
.about 1,000 gallons. a week of

contaminated fuel, crankcase flu-- y

_ ids, paint thinners’ and other com- :'
' pounds were ‘spread on roads for .

dust control, and some fuel and”
/7 ents were used for ﬁrehghtmg.;

Ing.

.« the Courthouse Bay site,
about - 10,000 to 20,000 gallons of
used battery acid were poured out
at an estimated rate of 60 gallons
a month for at ag s
least 27 years.
The fluid con-
tained sulfuric
acid, lead. and
Ppossibly antlmo-
nv .

“Other ~ sites
and pessible pol-
lutants- - de-
scribed in~ the :
study include:: i

s A 100-by- . Alexander.
. 200-foot corridor near Bmldmg 804
on Longstaff Road at the New
River Air-Station, where mercury
was drained from radar units and
cumped or buried in randomly’
selected spots. About one gallon’
per year or 1,000 pounds in all’
were dumped from 1956 to 1968.
The study said that amount of

mnwnuv—w nanll‘ ’u\ inam H- ------ Am

Yo

/g.t-g\allons of water lf it reached
vater table. But no mercury

r contammatlon has been
aetected.

Pollutants
were dumped
at many sites

w A former chemical dump
near the rifle range area, at Camp
Lejeune's remote southwest cor-
ner, which was used from 1950 to
1976. The six-acre dump could
contain. 93,000 cubic ~yards. of
wastes, including-the pesticides
DDT, malathion, diazinon, lin-

dane and PCBs sealed in concrete
- tanks. PCBs, or polychlorinated .

" biphenyls,’ are’ cancer-causing
agents once used as fire-retarding
agents in electrical transformers.
» Two separate sites near Cur-
tis Road at the New River Air
Station, one of which had a bas-
: ketball court on'the property. The
f materials- were believed to in-
' clude drums containing tear gas.

"and’ solvents that may include. .

chloroform, carbon tetrachloride
and benzene. Drums with 4,100 to
5,500 gallons of chemicals were
believed to have been buried at
the basketball court site, and 1,400

. 10 4,100 gallons at the other site.. .-
® An area between Sneads Fer-

ry Road and Ash Street that.
contained a lot used for pesticide
mixing and a pit that received
transformer oil, which probably
contained PCBs. It was estimated
the site contained 100 to 1,000
gallons of pesticides and 1,300 to
11,800 gallons of oil. The study
noted that quantity estimates
were not based on reliable data.

m A former nursery and day-
care center in Building 712 that
was used from 1345 to 1958 for
pesticide storage and mixing.
Chemicals - used in. significant
" amounts included chlordane, DDT
and diazinon. Stored or used to a

' minor_ extent were. dieldrin, lin-
“dane,” malathion, silvex and
2,4,5-T. Contammated areas in-
clude a 6,300-foot playground.
"Robert B. Alexander, an envi-
ronment:al engineer at Camp Le-
jeune, said there were rio health
ltests done on children at the
;penter because tests of the build-
. ing and the site indicated the
occupants were not exposed to
harmful’ ‘amounts. He said the
children were not located in the
S4Ine ouwdoor areas wnere con-
tamination was Sug'-’e:.t""‘ but r'~ve
center was relocated as ¢ oreran.
‘tion.
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Wayne Mathis, an environmen-
tal engineer with the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, said he
could not speculate on the poten--

_tial risks. at. each site without
_ knowing specifics about the sur-
. rounding- area. He said the risk
- from a particular site would de-
¢ pend on whether the material was
© in a stable location and whether

people had access t°,, the chemi-

“To have a haz:ard you've got
to have someone exposed to it or

. have it moving,” he said.

For example, he said, the report

* of discarded mercury was serious
- ine that it represents an ‘un-
. known,”, ‘but be could not gauge
! the risk to humans unless it was
_ directly threatening people. In
.. general, he 'said, pesticides such
- as DDT do not migrate in the soil
; so contamination would be local-

ized. . L . . .
“yYou wouldn't want kids out

. there digging in the soil,” he said.
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No high concentratlons of pollutants found

By RICHARDF SMITH"
Daily News Staff
Tests of suspected hazardous-waste pollu-

tion sites at Camp Lejeune have detected
- heavy metals, organic chemicals and
- pesticides, but concentrations are not high
enough to endanger humans, accordmg to
base officials..
“The first round of contamination study

‘monitoring has detected compounds, includ-.

ing organic chemicals, pesticides and heavy
metals in some cases,” said Sgt. Pam Vajner
of Lejeune’s Joint Public Affairs Office.
“Technicians are checking water and: soil
samples for more than 50 possible pollutants.
“While compounds listed as toxic by (U.S.)
Envnronmental Protection Agency standards
have been found in- detectable levels, no
concentrations have been found which present
human health hazards,” the sergeant said.

effort was released through the office of

Assistant Chief of Staff ‘Facilities, Marme'

Corps Base.

Environmental Sc1ence and Engmeermg
Co. of Gainesville Fla., will begm momtoring

\.

Base officials have said
that only trace amounts of -
contamination have been
found at the sites.

22 suspected pollution sites on base in early
1986 “upon completion of Navy contract
negotiations with ESE,” Ms. Vajner said.

. “Continued samiple collection of soil, ground
water and surface waters will be completed

-by:ESE.” .

That review is expected to take about 15

- months. ]
When the eritire $500,000 study is finished,
“Camp Lejeune and Headquarters, Marine
Corps, will review the studies, recommend-
* remedial measures and request Department
Information on Lejeune’s anti-pollution

of Defense funding for the best options,” the
sergeant said.

For the past 40 years, hazardous chemlcals
— including mercury and the pesticides

chlordane, Diazinon and DDT — have been:
’pollutants

spilled, . dumped and burned at" locations

across the 170-square-m|le base. .

" No one has been identified as bemg harmed
by the pollutants. :

However, long-term- environmental -risks
have not been fully assessed, an omission the

study is intended to correet.

The project is.necessary for the base to
comply with the federal Superfund Act, which
Stipulates military officials must identify all

hazardous-waste disposal sites on bases and
- report them tothe EPA.

- In a 1983 survey; the Navy examined 73

- waste-disposal sites at .Lejeune and three

outlying sites in Jones County.
The 22 sites were targeted for more

 investigation because of kiown or suspected

contamination from fuel, discarded explosives

and -¢hemicals including cancer-causing sol-

vents, toxic polychlorinated - biphenyls or

. PCBs in transformer oil and pesticides.

‘Base officials have said the 22 sites are not
considered dangerous because only trace
amounts of contamination have been found to
have escaped from the dumps and said people
have not been dlrectly exposed to those

T4 Y

Ten of Lejeune s 100 wells were closed in '_
May when toxic substances were found in the

well water.

The organic chemlcals mcluded chlorlnated _

solvents which are found in many. types of
cleaning products.
Lejeune authorities were cited in May for

violating ground water standards by state

officials who tested the well water. -

No additional contaminants were found in
‘water samples taken in late May from the 10

wells, base officials said.
Closing of the wells forced some water—use

restrictions during early May in Tarawa
Terrace.

An auxiliary waterline from the Holcomb

Boulévard water plant. to Tarawa Terrace ‘

was completed in early June and w
restrictions were lifted. :

In a related matter, about 4,000 gallons of
fuel leaked in September from an under-
ground storage tank at the Tarawa Terrace
gas station. -

Plans for recovery of the gasoline are

complete and removal of the fuel should start -
* withindays, Ms. Vajner said. . ‘

‘_ le/"/y //7{%#3' ,/ f/%/ J?’
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have escaped from the dumps and
said people have not been direct!
exposed to those pollutants. :

Environmental officials have said
they do not consider the dumps to be
threats either to New River or
streams, estuaries or people living
or working on base.

Ten of Lejeune’s 100 wells were
closed in May when toxic substances
were found in the well water.

The organic chemicals included
chlorinated solvents -
dichloroethylene, trichloroethylene
and tetrachloroethylene — which
are found in many types of cleaning
products.

Lejeune authorities were cited in
May for violating ground water
standards by state officials who
tested the well water.

No additional contaminants were
found in water samples taken in late
May from the 10 wells, base officials
said.

Closing of the wells forced some
water-use restrictions during early
May in Tarawa Terrace.

An auxiliary waterline from the
Holcomb Boulevard water plant to
Tarawa Terrace was completed in
early June and water restrictions
were lifted. ]

About 4,000 gallons of fuel leaked
in September from an underground
storage tank at the Tarawa Terrace
gas station.

Base officials employed a civilian
engineering firm to make recom-
mendations on cleaning up that
spill.

According to the Navy survey,
spills of hazardous materials over
the past four decades at Lejeune
have Included gallons of mercury —
enough to polson 184,000 acres of
foot-deep watdl if it ever reaches
the shallow water table,

The mercury was drained from
Tadar equipment and buried, ac-
cording to officials.

Tear gas and other poisons may
have bheen buried beneath what was
later a basketball court, according
to the Navy review.

Since the 1960s, Building 712 had
housed a pursery and day-care

" center for children of Marines and

sailors. .

However, the children were
moved away in 1982 when the soil of
their fenced-in playground were
found to be poisoned by a number of.
pesticides.

For 13 years before the site
became a nursery, the Corps stored,
mixed and spilled thousands of
gallons of pesticides in and around

* Building 712.

Navy investigators said those
pesticides included large amounts of
chlordane, Diazinon and DDT.

Chlordane is a chlorinated, highly
poisonous, volatile oil used as an
insecticide.

Diazinon is a colorless, liquid
insecticide. DDT is a powerful
insecticide.

Activities are wactrintad manw tha
22 contaminated sites, some of
which are in remote locations.

!
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Company to
study extent
of pollution
at Lejeune

ByRICHARD F. SMITH
Daily News Staff

A Florida company will begin
work in November to pinpoint
hazardous-waste pollution sites at
Camp Lejeune, base officials an-
nounced today.

“Twenty-two study sites have

been selected for detailed ground
water, surface water and soil
monitoring,” said Sgt. Pam Vajner
of the base Joint Public Affairs
Office.
. ““The purpose of the program is to
confirm the locations and extent of
hazardous pollutants in the
énvironment at Camp Lejeuene.”

For the past 40 years, hazardous
chemicals — including mercury and
the pesticides chlordane, Diazinon
and DDT — have been spilled,
dumped and burned at locations
across the 170-square-mile base.

No one has been identified as
being harmed by the pollutants.
However, long-term environmental
risks have not been fully assess=d,
an omission the study is intended o
correct.

“The approximate cost of the
project is $500,000 in Navy funds,
The exact amount has not beca
decided yet. The contract was
awarded to Environmental Science
and Engineering Ine. of Gainesville,
Florida,” the sergeant said. .

No exact date has been selected to
start the effort.

‘““The project is necessary in order
to comply with the federasl
Superfund Act, which says we mus:
know all locations of hazardous-
waste disposal and must report
them to the U.S. Environmenisl
Protection Agency,” she said.

“We also must research how
serious they are and that’s what this
project is doing. The study, all total,
Sivwiy Lane AUV L0 OIS, -

In a 1983 survey, the Navy
examined 73 waste-dispesal sites at
Lejeune and three outlying sites in
Jones County.

The 22 sites were targeted for
more investigation because of
known or suspected contamination
from fuel, discarded explosives and
chemicals including cancer-causing
solvents, toxic  polychlorinated
biphenyls or PCBs in transformer
of! and pesticides.

Base officials have said the 22
sites are not considered dangerous
because only trace amounts of
contamination have been found t»

See POLLUTION, 14A
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By RICHARD i, SMI’I‘II
Daily News Staff
The U.S. Envirenmenial Protec-
“ion Agency is likely to place Camp
lLejeune on the national priorities
list for hazardous waste cleanup,
according Lo a base spokesman.
The EPA is considering {hat ac-
tion as a result of the 1985 discovery
«mnof waler confamination by f{oxic
¥ chemicals in 10 Lejeune wells that
are now closed, said Ist Lt Frank
Shaw of the base Joint Public Af-
fairs Office.
Other federal
likely to he placed on the lisl in ad-
dition to Lejeune.
“The nalional prmntnes fist estab-

c—-—ﬂih\\‘d
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installations are

lishes priorities for lhe EPA's use of
Superfund monies to clean up what
they consider 1o be the most senous
toxic sites in the Umted States,”
Shaw said.

“'{lowever, federal “facilities are
not eligible to receive Superfund
monetary assistance unless the con-
tamination is caused by a privale
concern,” the spokesman said.

““The area nnder study is the Had-
not Point Industrial Area. In 1985,
fraces of trichlor,oethy!ene,
dichloroethylene and
tetrachloroethylene were found in

eight of 35 wells in the area,” Shaw -

- said.
“The affected wells were immedl-

to be on cleanup list

ately closed and have remained

closed since. No single contamina-.
tion point has been identified as the
. source of contamination for the

wells and no contamination has been

" detected by periodic tests of drink-
ing water aboard base,” the lieue-

nant said.

“We're going to have to clean this
up. The EPA is saying you've got to
clean this up,” Shaw said. He had no

- estimale of how much the praject

would cost or when it could begin.

"It the base cannot prove the pollu-
tion comes from a private source,
military funds musl pay for the
cleanup.

Trichloroethylene, or TCE, was

commonly used during the 1970s as
a chlorinated solvent lor degreasing .
aircrafl and has been found in dump :
sites at Cherry Point air station in
Havelock — but not in drinking
waler there — and in three wells on
or near El Toro Marine air stat\on
in Orange County, Calif. . .,
chhloroethylene and
tetrachloroethylene also are toxic -
chlorinated solvents, They are found
in many lypes of cleaning producls. ., .-
Lejeune was cited by North Caro-
lina environmental agencies during
1985 for violating ground water
standards.
Two of the 10 closed wells were in
See CLEANUP, MA ..
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o Cleanup

From Page 1A

Tarawa Terrace and were poliuted
bv a dry cleaner on.Lejeune Boule-
vard, accarding to base officials.

“Camp Lejeune continuously pur-
sues a vigorous program in haz-
ardous waste training, handling and
management that includes annual
courses of instruction for those per-
sons dealing with hazardous waste,”
Shaw said.

“The base has mm1m1zed the use
of hazardous waste materials by
substituting non-hazardous
substances for vehicle maintenance
and parts cleaning. No hazardous

“waste is currently disposed of

aboard Camp Lejeune,” Shaw said.

Tests of 22 suspecied hazardous-
waste pollution sites at Lejeune
bave detected heavy metals, organic
chemicals and pesticides, but con-
centrations are not high enough to
endanger humans, base officials
said in December 1985.

Those sites were targeted for
more investigation because of
known or suspected contamination
from fuel, discarded explosives and
chemicals including foxic solvents,
cancer-causing polychlorinated
biphenyls or PCBs in transformer
oil and pesticides, -

Base officials have said fnose 22

. ot — - i

sites are not. considered dangerous
because only trace amounts of con-
tamination have been found to have

escaped from the dumps, and people

have not been directly exposed io
those poliutants,

Until recent vears, hazardous
chemicals ~ including mercury and
the pesticides chiordane, Diazinon
and DDT — have been burned, spill-

ed and dumped at locations across ... . .

the 170-square-miie base.

No one has been identified as be-
irg harmed by the pollutants, base
officials have said. -

According to a Navy survey, spills

of hazardous materials over the last
40 years at Lejeune have included

gallons of mercury — enough.to -

poison 184,000 acres of foot-deep
water if it ever reaches the shallow
water table, »

The mercury was drained from
radar equipment and buned accor-
ding to officials, -

Since the 1960s, Bmldmg 712 had
housed a nursery and day-care
center for children of Marines and
sailors.

However, the chﬂdren were mov-
ed away in 1982 whepn the soil of
their playground was found to be
poisoned by a number of pesticides,
according to the Navy review..
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By Jack Murph e
sthm Corrupondan

i " CAMP LEJEUNE — An industrisl complex on the
% base here is likely to be placed on a priority list for
" cleanup work by the Environmental Protection Agency, *

‘u-..v..-""'

~First Lt. Frank Shaw, spokesman for the base public

L _ *3 aﬁ'an's office, said Camp Lejeune is being considered...

. along-'with other federal installations to be included on -
the EPA’s National Priorities List for the EPA’s Super-
fund,-a pool of money set aside to clean up what EPA -
‘identifies as the most serious tonc waste problems in”
the United States 5% & ¢ #a oo iresn i o sty 2 "
. Shaw said federal facilities are not ehg1ble for Super- '

'pnvate concern. . The Hadnot Point industrial ares is’

»
.
v u.,........ - tans

; . Holcomb Boulevard as one enters the “mainside” .area
: ofthebaseacrossfmmthemmnpostexchange
' Shaw said-a study of the. ares -showed traces of
: trichloroethylene, dlchloroethylene and tetrachloroeth-
? -ylene in eight of 35 wells in 1985. The wells were closed
! immediately and have remained closed.
; -=2: " No contamination has been detected dunng penodlc
_Vtestmg of drinking water on the base, he said.« - 7
- Shaw did not identify a possxble source of the chemi- 7
" cals'but said the base has minimized use of hazardous
:materials by substituting non-hazardous substances for -
t—vehlclemmntenanee .and parts cleanmg BT

2 base spokesman said Thursday.siums b mimansii ..

~fund money unless the contamination is caused by a - -
Lejeune’s major problem site, he said. It is on the left on- '




ByRICHARDF. SMITH
Daily News Staff

The Environmental Protection
Agency is likely to pul Camp Le-
jeune on the national priority list for
cleanup of groundwater coatamina-
fion. according to a base spokes-
man,

EPA action is expected in the next
few davs, said Maj. Stuart Wagner

of the Lejzune Joint Public Affairs

Office.
EPA officials are expected to

-pricritize the cieanup as a resuit_ef

a 1983 study to identify, evaluate
control and correct groundwater
poliution on base, particulariy in tne
Hadnot Point industrial area.

Toxic chemicals were discovered
in 1985 in eight wells at Haanot
Point. Those wells are now closed.

The list establishes priorities for
the EPA’s use of Superfund monies
to clean up hazardous waste siies in
the United States.

Lejeune “uses and produces large
guantities of bazardous materials
and waste products. Although no
hazardous -waste is: permanently
stored aboard base, past hazardous
waste disposal reilied on burial.”
Wagner said in a prepared state-

- ment.

“This disposal method was ac-
ceptable at the time, but was subse-
guently found to potentially cause
long-term problems through release
of hazardous material into the soil
and water,” Wagner said.

S~PUBLICATION_DAILY NEWS
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“Camp. Lejeune realizes that tne
high amounts of hazardous material
used aboard base presents tne
potential for . damage to the en-
vironment and vigorously purgues
hazardous-waste pianning and train-
ing.

“The base has been recognized as
a model instaliation and wili use ine
same commitment to exceliencs to
geal .with the groundwater con-
tamination and will work with the
EPA to clean up the sites as rapidly
aspossible,” Wagner said.

. Initial steps involve the installa-
tion restoration program, a three-
phase process to identifv past haz
ardous waste sites and take nece:-
sary cleanup action.

The first stage is 2 preliminary
assessment/site inspection, which
was completed at Lejeune in April
1983, ,

That study identified 76 potentially
contaminated sites and conciuded
that while none of the areas pesed
an immediate threat to human
health or the environment. 22 sites

~warranted more invesiigation,

Wagner said. }
In 19835, the Hadnot Point industri-
al area showed traces of

. trichlorosthviene, dichloroetnyviene

and tetrachloroethviene in eight of
35 wells in the area. Affected wells
were immediately closed.

No single contamination point has

" been identified as the source of

pollution of the wells and no con-
tamination has been detected by pe-
Tiodic tests of drinkimg water on

. base, Wagner said.

-
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Leieune's project ceordinater. Col.
Trnomas J. Daizell. a==Asza tcme. of
staff for facilities. said most of the
polinvion was caused Dy motor pools
in Hadnot Point.

“At that time, oils, greases, sol-
vents. gasoline and cleaning finids
and other types of chemical com-

peunds that were used in Qur every- .
day processes were just being

Gumped in the ground or qumped in
sewers or things like that: we realn
were not aware back in the ’60s and
70 of the efiects en groungwater
contamination.” Daizell stated.
Foliowing placement of Lejeune
on the priprities list, base officials
will have six months to start a
remedial investigation/feasibility
stdy in consultation with the EPA
and state agencies. Time fo com-

piete that review is negotiable and"

must inciude public participation.
Within 180 days after complefion
of that stage, Leieune must reach
agreement with EPA and state of-
ficials for completion of all neces-
sary corrective actions. -
“Substantial continuous physical
on-site remedial action must take
place no later than 15 months after

. completion of the remedial in-

vestlgatxon/feasxmhty smdy,
W agner said.

>PUsLIcaTION DAILY NEWS
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lejeune coniinuously pursues

vigorous Trogram of hazardous-
waste training, handling and man-
agement that inciudes annual
courses of instruction for those deal-
ing with nz zerdous waste. In addi-
fion. the base nas minimized the use
~of hazargdous mater jals by
subsiituting non- -hazardous
substanees for ven ~le maintenance
and parts cieaning,” the major said.

The base has set up a 24-bour
hotline for guestions and comments
concerning the national prlomx
iisting. Tne telepnone number is

451-5100. .

nicmoroeﬁnv‘mna or TCE, was
ommonty used during the 1970s 2% -

a cmounmea solvent for degreasin:

aireraft and has also been found ir.

dump sites at Cnerry Point air sta-
uon in Haveiock — but not in drink-
ing water there — and in three weils
on or near El Toro Marine air sta-
tion in Orange County, Calif.

. Dxchloroetnylnne and
: Tetrachloroethviene also are toxic
chiorinated soivents. They are tound

v inmany types of cieaning 1 products.

Lejeune was cited Dy state envi-
ronmental agencies during 1935 for
violafing grmmdv. ater sandards

Tests of 22 suspected hazardous-
waste pollunon sites at Lejeune
have derected heavy mezals. organic
chemicals and txcxdes, but con-
centrations are not high enough to
endanger humans, base ofnczal~
saidin \December 1995.

Those sites were targeted for
more investigation Decause of
known or susnected comammaunr
trom fuel mscamOd explesives anc
cnemxcax: including toxic soivents.
cancer-causing poly anormaLec
biphenyls or PCBs in tranblormex
oil and Dcsnmde;
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By Jack Murphy

. Star-News Comspondent

CAMP LEJEUNE ~— Parts of the
base where contaminated ground-
water was detected are expected to
be placed on ‘the Environmental

" Protection Agency’s list of hazard-

ous waste sites later this month,
base officials said Thursday.

The EPA plans to inciude the

. sites on its National Priorities List

of hazardous waste locations which ™
qualify for cleanup funded by what
is commonly known as the EPA’s
Superfund. = . ' :

In the case of military installa-

e T

W aste sites at base likely to

be included on EPA hist

tions, however, the cleanup funds
come from the Defense Environ-
mental Restoration Account, estab-
lished by Congress to pay for clean-
ing up Department of Defense haz-
ardous waste sites.

A preliminary swgy completed in
April 1983 identified 76 potentially
contaminated sites on the base and
said 22 warranted further investi-
gation, although the study conciud-
ed that none posed an immediate

hazard to the environment or hu--

man health. _

‘In a 40-page document released
Thursday outlining the cieanup ef-
forts, base officials said no hazard-

L

ous waste was being stored perma--
nently at the base now, but that in
the past some ‘waste had been
buried, a disposal method later

" - found to have long-term potential
for contaminating soil and ground- .

water, | .

The report pledged base
cooperation with the cleanup.

The investigation has focused on
the industrial area of the base,
where 8 of 35 wells showed traces of
chemical contaminants in 1985.

The wells were closed. No source
has been found for the chemicals,
identified as trichloroethyvlene,
dichloroethylene and tetrachlor-

WILMINGTON, N.C.

octhylene — all used primarily as
solvents. '

. Periodic tests since then have

shown no contamination of base

drinking water.

Once the sites are on the Nation-
al Priorities List, the base will have
six months to put together an addi-
tional study, with the assistance of
the EPA and state environmental
officials. After that, an agreement
must be reached to correct problems
within another six months.

. For anyone with guestions about
the issue, the base hasset up a 24-
hour telephone hotline,. 451-5100.

2Tz« 24FEBRBS
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Story and photo by Pfc. Timothy Paullin - -

With the weather getting warmer and
as training progresses, more and more

‘water is being used for drinking here as
well as in the outlying areas.

' The water supply is plentiful and there

 shouldn’t be any concern with how much.
. water is being consumed.

But concerns about whether or not the

. drinking water is contaminated have been

mentioned.
Elizabeth A. Betz, supervisory chemist,
at the National Resources Environment

1. Affairs Division is in charge of making
i sure the water is properly tested

e ey s ok

“is properly tested.’

““The drinking water here is perfectly

& safe. I drink it myself,” said Betz.

--The ground lab where Betz works

‘monitors the water and waste treatment

facilities at Camp Lejeune, Camp

‘Johnson and the Rifle Range, as well as

MCAS, New River;
There are eight water treatment plants.
Two of them are in the process of being

““shut down, but the Holcomb Blvd. facili-
.ty has been expanded to cover the area

of those two and better serve the Marines

. here.

“Continuous sampling
ensures safe drinking water

These

Safety Act, as well as the Clean Water
Act regulations of the NREAD. °

~The water is tested through samples
taken from water treatment plants and

distribution systems here to ensure that
the water we are drinking is safe.

Physical science technicians take these
samples to their lab in Bldg. 65 and per-
form bacteriological tests on the water
weekly.

If any samples are found to have traces
of contaminants in the water, the same
water supply is tested two more times to
double check.

The technicians would also double

check the water treatment process to

make sure it is still putting out clean,
drinkable water,
In the event they still find a contami-

nant, the lab with the help of the Preven-
titive Medicine Clinic will make sure

there is no chance of an epidemic.

resulting from the bacteria.
The' micro-biology team monitoring

_the water treatment facilities will be the

first to know problems with the drinking
water here and will immediately correct
problems that arise, according to Betz.

treatment facilities 'are
monitored in compliance with-the Water

-3 March, /7;2& )
T Ghby, -

Physical science technician H. J. Burns makes a weekly bacteriological exam of waste
water from the treatment plant,

R



As a result of a 1983 study program
to identify, evaluate, control and correct

past deficient waste disposal sites and
practices involving ground water con- .
tamination here, the Environmental Pro- |
tection Agency is likely to place Camp
Lejeune on the National Priorities Lxst in

late February.
The NPL establishes priorities for the

EPA’s use of Superfund monies fo clean

up hazardous waste sites in the United
States.
Camp Lejeune uses and produces large

quantities of hazardous materials and
ste products. Although no hazardous !

ste is permanently stored aboard base,
past hazardous waste disposal relied on
burial.

This disposal method was acceptable at

the time, but was subsequently found to -
potentially cause long-term problems |
through release of hazardous material in- :

to the soil and ground water. Camp Le-

Jeune realizes that the high amounts of

hazardous material used aboard base .
presents the potential for damage to the
environment, and vigorously pursues |

hazardous waste planning and training.
The base has been recognized as a Model
Installation, and will use the same com-
mitment to excellence to deal with the
ground water contamination, and will

work with the EPA to clean the sites as

rapidly-as possible.

The initial steps to clean up the sites
involve the Installation Restoration (IR)
Program, a three-phase nationwide pro-
cess to identify past hazardous waste sites
and take necessary cleanup action.

Cer Guae

- ~Contami
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1ated
waste sites may
lead to EPA
National
Priorities
Listing

The first phase is a Preliminary Assess- -
ment/Site Inspection (PA/SI), and was:

completed in April 1983 for Camp Le-

ly contaminated sites, and concluded that
while none of the sites pose an immediate

ment, 22 sites warranted further in-

vestigation :
The area primarily under study at |

Camp Lejeune is the Hadnot Pomt

i
Ce e 11

industrial area. In 1983,

closed since. No single contamination
point has been identified as the source of
contamination for the wells, and no con-
tamination has been detected by periodic
tests of drinking water“aboard base.
The chemicals found are used pnmar
ily as solvents and degreasers.
Following the placement of Camp Le-
jeune on the NPL, the Base¢ has six
months to initiate Remedial Investiga--
tion/Feasibility Study (RI/FS} action in
- consultation with EPA and appropriate
state authorities. Time to complete the

RUFS is negotiable and must include

public participation.
Within 180 days after completion of
the RI/FS, Camp Lejeune must reach an

2/25/5%

jeune. The study identified 76 potential- -

threat to human health or the environ- ‘

traces of}L
trichloroethylene, dichloroethylene and
tetrachloroethylene were found in 8 of 35:
wells in this area. The affected wells were
immediately closed, and have remained

-

s Y

I
l.

. agreement with EPA and state
authorities for the completion of all
necessary remedial actions at Camp Le-
jeune. Substantial continuous physical
‘ on-site remedial action must take place
| no later than 15 months after completion
. of the RI/FS.
} Camp Lejeune continuously pursues a
-1 vigorous program of hazardous waste
i training, handling and management that
| includes annual courses of instruction for

those dealing with hazardous waste. In
addition, the base has minimized the use
of hazardous materials by substituting
non-hazardous substances for vehicle
maintenance and parts cleaning.

The base has. established a 24-hour
Hotline for questions and comments con-
cerning the National Priorities Listing.
The number is 451-5100.
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‘iHazardC‘us wastes aud their
effects explained

The overall coordinator for Camp Lejeune s place-
ment on the National Priorities List will be Col.
Thomas J. Dalzell, Assistant Chief of Staff, Facilities,
Marine Corps Base. He recently answered some
gnestions concerning NPL and the effects it might
have on Camp Le.
jeune residents and
workers.

Q. What is the
National Priorities.
List?

A. Congress pass-
| ed the Resource
% | Conservation and
Recovery Act back
in the late 1970s,
and that Resource
Conservation.- and
Recovery Act is our
nation’s hazardous waste management program. As
part of that program, Congress requested that all the
various activities within DoD and the federal govern-
ment take a look at past hazardous waste dump sites
and practices and initiate a plan to clean up these
hazardous waste sites--especially where they impact
on ground water contamination. .

Colonel Thomas J. Dalzell

Q. Are there any hazardous waste s1tes aboard
Camp Lejenne?

A. Yes there are. As a result of the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act the Navy developed
what was called the NACIP program, and it was a
program to go out and look at all Navy and Marine
Corps installations and find out where past hazar-
dous waste dump sites or any types of dumps were
located. A study was done back in 1983 at Camp Le-
jeune, and from research of records, talking to peo-
ple, and going out to look through the area, 77 old
dump sites were identified here at Camp Lejeune. Of
those 77 sites, 22 of them that were marked for fur-
ther study, we have a number of sites right now, -
mainly in the Hadnot Point area where we have some
test wells to monitor the amount of contamination
“and whether or not it’s migrating through the ground.

Q. Is my health or the health of my family is any
danger? '

A. Noit’s not. All the wells which we get our raw
water out of are continually tested and the wells that

were identified as being contaminated have been clos-

ed off. All the other wells with water coming out

contain no health problems at all to any mdmdual
who is living or working aboard Camp Lejeune or
anyone in the local community.

Q. What about prior to 19837

A. At that time we were not aware of any of these
particular compounds that might have been in the
ground water and we have no information that
anyones health was in any danger at that time.

Q (,ould the contammatlon escape Camp Lejeune
into Jacksonville?

A. Right now all the information we have is the
contamination within the strata underground is con-
tained, and we have no evidence of it migrating out
into the local community. It’s contained within Camp
Lejeune.

Q. How do you test the drinking water?
A. Our drinking water is tested in accordance with

the Safe Water Drinking Act. We do a bacteriological
test on all of our water once a week, we do a heavy

.metal test once every three years, we do a volatile

organic compound test once every three months,
trihalomethane test once every three months and a
radiological test every four years. All these tests are
in accordance with federal and state regulations and
meet those requirements. .

Q. What are the chemicals found used for?-

A. Most of the chemicals found mainly come from

- solvents, degreasers and other types of materials that

we use in the mamtenancc and repair of vehicles

- aboard the base.

Q. What are the long term effects of exposure to
these contammants" ‘

A. Heavy long term exposure to these chemicals
could cause some health hazards, depending on the
amount of chemicals ingested.

Q What precautxons should we take"

A.The only precautxon anybody here at Camp Le-
jeune needs to take is to ensure they only drink water
that is coming through our approved water sources.
Don’t drink water out of streams; don’t drink raw
water from a well site that somebody. may have drill-
ed around the area. These are the only precautions
that individuals need to be aware of. At any time

Crev Cinas 2/75/38%
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i dividual feels there’s a different taste or a dif-
f «dor or whatever in their drinking water, they
neea to contact us right away through the Joint
Public Affairs Office at 451-5100 to let us know so
that we can get an investigation going right away.

Q. How will we prevent this from happening again?

A. We have a number of procedures that are cur-
rently in effect that were mandated by the En-

© vironmental Protection Agency. All hazardous

materials are accounted for aboard base. Hazardous
waste is stringently controlled by federal and state
EPA regulations, and all of it is taken off the base
through the Defense Reutilization and Marketing Of-
fice and sold to private firms who handle and pro-
cess the material. We are no longer dumping
hazardous materials in sites like was done in the past.
It's all handled in a very strict program that’s
monitored and inspected by federal and state EPA
officials.

Q. How long will it take to clean up the wells?

" A. We really don’t know how long it will take to

get these cleaned up. As part of our remedial action
we have to negotiate with the federal and the state
“fficials relative to the types of contamination

N /¢ have and the processes that we’ll utilize to

clean it up, and then the question comes up “How

“clean is clean?” and those are the things we have to »f
work out. Some of these processes only take a few

years, others may take a lifetime to clean.
Q. What was the source of contamination?

A. Most of the sources of contamination were the
motor pools that existed down in the Hadnot Point
area. At that time oils, greases, solvents, gasoline and
cleaning fluids and other types of chemical com-
pounds that were used in our everyday processes were

. just being dumped in the ground or dumped in sewers

or things like that; and we really were not aware back

© in the 60s and 70s of the effects on ground water con-
- tamination. Now we are more aware of these things
" and have taken appropriate precautions to ensure the

ground water contammatlon 1s not progressing any

: ; furthcr

-

Q. Is it likely that other sites on Camp Lejeune

will be identified as NPL candidates?

The NPL listing applies to Camp Lejeune, and
. ossible that other sites may show that we'll

btk

have to do some additional cleaning up.

Once we go on the NPL listing, it in-

volves all of Camp Lejeune and not a
specific site.

Q. If there is no danger now, and the

. problem isn’t serious, why is Camp Le-

jeune put on the list?

A. As I mentioned the NPL listing is-

a priority listing the federal government -

comes up with to clean up those sites they
consider to be the worst sites throughout
the nation. Congress has authorized what
we call 2 “Super Fund” act and those
funds are for the clean up of hazardous
waste sites. Without some method of

prioritizing the hazardous waste sites the.

federal government would have no idea

of the s ites they should clean up first. So °

on some points of view, getting put on

the NPL list brings the base to the °
forefront relative to public attention, but ..

on the other hand, it becomes 2 help to
us because we are eligible for the Super
Fund money to enable us to get the clean

. up process started in a more timely man-

ner.

Q. If 'm concerned about this pro-

blem, who should I contact for more in-
* ering Command in Norfolk, Va., and it

formatlon"

A. If you have any concern what-

l soever, or any additional information that

you want.concerning the extent of con-
tamination or what we're planning on do-
ing you should call the Joint Public

i Affairs Office, at 451-5100. Call them
- any time during the day or night and we’ll
1 get an answer back to you personaily.

v Q. When will the clean up begin?

A. The cleanup will probably not start
for a while. We're currently in the second
phase in the process of going through and
looking at some remedial action that we
can take. Then there’s a certain time
frame that we have to negotiate with the
state of North Carolina relative to what
procedures we are going to use and of
course the time to get these cleanups will
be dependent upon what the procedures
we use and the availability of funding. I
would anticipate sometime within the
next two to three years some tYpe of a
process will be developed in which we'll

“start the clean up action. Right now
we’ve just stopped using those wells. We
have put down monitor wells to monitor
migration of any of the contaminates to
ensure we are keeping it contained until
such time as when we can get a clean-up
process initiated.

Q. Will Camp Lejeune be in charge of
clean-up or will state and federal EPA of-

“ficials contract it out?

A. Camp Lejeune will be responsible
for that. We will work through our
engineers at the Naval F ac111txes Engme

will be in conjunction with the federal
and state EPA. We have to work hand-

‘in-hand. Some of the funding will come

through the Navy, some ‘will come
through the Super Fund that’s authonz
ed by Congress.
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By TOMMATHER
S1off Writer

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency is considering add-
ing about six North Carolina sites,
including Camp Lejeune Marine
Corps base in Onslow County. to
its priorities list for cleaning up
hazardous wastes, EPA oificials
said Friday.

“Camp Lejeune is currently
being considered for the NPL
[national priorities list],” “said
Trudi J. Fancher, an NPL coordi-
nator with the EPA in Washing-
ton.

“There are approximately a
hali-dozen [North Carolina} sites
being considered right now,” she

NEWS AND OBSERVER -

qtentiak
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sajd. “l can’t be more speciiie
thanthat,” she said.
The EPA expects to prepese

..

" about 200 new sites to the *‘Super-

]
@]

fund” priorities iist in April, Ms.
Fancher said. Currently, tne EPA
has approved or propesed 851
Superfund sites, including 11 in
North Carolina.

Such listing makes privately
owned sites eligible for cleanup
money from an $8.5 billien fund
established by the federal Super-
fund Amendments and Reauthori-
zation Act of 1885, Ms. Fancher
said by telephone. But sites on
federal land, such as Camp Le-

Ses EPA, page 2C
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clezn up site

jeune, are not eligible for Super-

fund money.
“*Tne agency which is responsi-

ble for the site provides tbe

funds,” she said of cleamup efforts
for federal lands. “The NPL
serves primarily to inform. the
public about potential problem for
the site.” ,

Beiore sites can be added to the
priorities list, Ms. Fancher said,

the EPA officially must propose -
- them for listing and then hold .

public hearings. Those hearings

probably will not be held until late

spring or summer.

.

Camp Lejeune uses and produe- -

es large guantities of hazardous
materials and wastes, according
to Major Stuart W. Wagner, joint

_public affairs director for the

base. -
“Although no hazardous waste

- i3 permanently stored aboard

base, past hazardous waste dis-
posal relied on burial,” Wagner

_ said in a written staiement. *“This

dispesal method was acceptable
at the time, but was subsequently
found to potentially cause long-
term problems through release of

hazardous material into tbe soil

-and ground water:

bRk et T

3

“Camp’ Lejeune realizes that
“he high amounts of hazardous
material used aboard base prée-

' sents the potential for Gamage to

tne environment, and vigorously

pursues bazardous waste plan-

ring and fraining.” :
In a 1633 study of past waste

_ disposal practices, the base iden-

tified 75 potentially contaminated
areas, 22 of which warranteC
furtner  investigation, he said.
Most of the current study bas
focused on the Hadnot Point in-

. dustrial area of the base, where

officials found chemical contami-
pation in eight of 35 wells in 1825,

. besaid.

Wells and disposal sites should
nct pose health hazards to people

_ living or werking on or pear the

base as long as they drink water

- from.approved sources, officials
“said. People should not to drink

water out of streams or from

‘unchecked wells on the base.

The base is working with the
EPA to develop a cleanup plan for

. the sites, but officials said they do

not know how much it will cost
vet. Tpe cleanup will be paid for

. by the Marines and an environ-
mental restoration fund estab-

iished by Congress for fegeral.
lands. '

Camp Lejeune has set up a
24-hour phone line for people with

" guestions or commeats about the

waste sites. The npumber is

© 451-5100. :

2A
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By Janet Olson
Staff Writer

A pit at the New Hanover County Airport and an
area at Camp Lejeune Marine Corps Base are among
229 sites that the Environmental Protection Agency
proposed Tuesday to add to the Superfund priority list
for toxic waste cleanups: -

Nine of the sites are in North Carolina, including

~ four in the southeastern part of the state.

Designation for the “National Priority List” means

the site is eligible for 90 percent federal funding of an .

EPA-supervised cleanup, unless a federal agency owns
the site. Federal agencies are responsible for cleaning
up their sites using their own money. . :
Despite the chance for-federal funding, officials in
New Hanover County are wary about getting involved
in a Superfund cleanup of years’ worth of potentially
hazardous black gunk left over from fire training exer-
cises in a pit at the airport. If the EPA gets involved,
county officials say, the cleanup could cost much more
than if the county handled the job itself. :
Even with 90 percent of the cleanup covered by the
Superfund, an EPA-supervised project could cost the

county more than $1 million — much more than the:

$300,000 that private contractors have estimated, said
Ervin Dehn, New Hanover County Airport engineer.
The EPA hires from a limited list of contractors to

- -clean up toxic waste sites, which adds to the cost, Dehn

said.

“They might bring a contractor all the way down
from Massachusetts to do the cleanup, and you've got to
pay all the transportation costs,” he said. .

The EPA’s Superfund cieanup process also is
lengthy, taking anywhere from three to five years, said
Michael Henderson, a spokesman for the EPA Super-
fund program in Atlanta.

ase sites

The Air Force created the burn pit in the 18680s as a
place to train firefighters, Dehn said. Later the pit
Decame a training site for the county’s volunteer fire
departments.

The Army Corps of Engineers is investigating the
site and the airport's history to establish whether the
federal government is responsible for some of the waste,
Dehn said. If the military contributed to the problem,
he said, the site might qualify for a different federal
cleanup program. : )

“Right now, the EPA is operating under the assump-
tion that the county owns the airport and the county is

- at fault,” he said.

Tuesday’s EPA announcement brings the Superfund
priority list to 1.177 sites, of which 378 have been
proposed and 799 have been formally placed on the list.

Camp Lejeune was proposed for the list because
contaminated groundwater was detected in the indus-
trial area of the base. Although no hazardous waste is
stored permanently at the base now, base officials say,
some waste had been buried there and could contami-
nate soil and groundwater.

The other Southeastern North Carolina sites added
to the EPA’s list Tuesday are four septic service pits in
northwestern Brunswick County and an area around a
Jacksonville dry cleaning business.

The EPA already used some Superfund money sever-
al years ago for an emergency cleanup of the Brunswick
County site in Maco, Henderson. said. The agency re-
moved about 3 million tons of topsoil contaminated
with oils that had been illegally dumped into four
unlined septic pits, he said. If the site is placed on the
Superfund list, he said, the EPA will study whether the
chemicals contaminated any private wells.

The Jacksonville site is around ABC One Hour
Cleaners at 2127 Lejeune Blvd. A chemical used in dry
cleaning fluid leaked from a storage tank behind the

usinesg and contaminated three nearby wells, Hender-
son said.
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ByRICHARDF. SMITH
_ Daily News Staff .
Camp Leéjeune’s industrial -area
and a Jacksonville dry cleaner are
among 229 sites the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency has pro- -

posed to add to the Superfund priori-

ty list for cleanup of toxic wastes,
- according to a base spokesman.

“The EPA proposed -Tuesday to

- add .us to the list” but there.is no

.estimate of how soon-a.cleanup of

_ groundwater contaminated by chlo-

rrinated :solvents in the . industrial -

rarea-can start-or how:much it will
- cost, said 1st Lt. Frank Shaw of the
: base Joint Public Affairs Office...”
The Superfund normally. finances
i 90 percent of cleanup costs on civil-
.ian land, but federal agencies must

;use their own money for such efforts

-on U.S, property.

“We get the money from the De-

‘partment of the Navy, from the
Defense Envu'onmental Restoratlon
Account,” Shaw said. |

_““There is: no‘danger nf any con-

: tammatxon in the drinking water on
-or off-base and all contaminated
: groundwater wells have been sealed
off,” said Col."Thomas J. Daizell,
assistant chief of staff for facﬂmes
+ at Marine Corps Base.

; ‘“‘Basically, .the. (EPA) Na'uonal,
; Priorities List prioritizes the.areas

. of .concern. the. federal. government
: feels need to be looked at first.and
- makes these areas eligible for fed-
veral funds,” Dalzell said.. -

T

;—- ' The base meets. and exceeds all'

. treatment standards required by the

{EPA -and .pursues a continuous
water-t&tmg program,” the colonel
stated v

.. nated - three wells,

U eI

The Jacksonvxlle dry cleaner af-
fected by the proposal .is ABC One
- Hour Cleaners at 2127 Lejeune Blvd.

A .chemical used in.dry cleaning

.leaked from :a tank behind the

cleaners during 1985 and contami-
including two
wells at base housing in Tarawa
" Terrace,-according to-EPA .and Le-
- jeune officials. Those wells are now
 closed..

EPA admmrstrators propose to
| prioritize the Lejeune cleanup as-a
rresult of.a. 1983 study.to identify,
.evaluate, control and - correct

groundwater pollution on' base, par-
“ticularly .in  the- 4ndustrial .area in

" Hadnot Point. - -..
. Toxic chemicais were dxscovered
in 1985-in eight of 35 wells at Hadnot
Point. Those wells -are “also - shut

L AOWIL v v a0
mdustnal area wells"

In - 1985

. showed traces of mchloroethylene

-dlchloroethylene and
tetrachloroethylene. -

¢ Dalzell :said .in February of thrs

. year that most .of the pollution.was

caused by -motor pools at Hadnot-

. Point.. .

“At that trme oxls greases sol-
--vents, gasoline and cleanmg fluids
;- and -other.. types of chemical com-

pounds-that were used in our-every--
- day : _processes -were.. just : bemg

dumped. in the ground or dumped in

sewers or things like that; we really
-were not.aware back in the *60s and
_m0s of the effects on.groundwater

contamination,” Dalzell said.

DATE 22 Jun 88

uperfund

Followmg placement of Lejeune
on the priorities list, base officials
will ‘have six - months to start a
remedial investigation/feasibility

 study in consultation with the EPA
" and state agencxes "Time to com-

plete that review is negotiable and

‘must mclude public participation.

Wrthm 180 days after completion
of that stage, Lejeune must reach
agreement with EPA and state of-

_ ficials for completion of all neces-

sary corrective actions.
“Trichloroethylene, or TCE ‘was

"commonly used during the 1970s as

a chlorinated solvent for degreasing
aircraft and has also been found in
dump sites at Cherry Point air sta-

~ tion in Havelock — but not in drink-

ing water there — and in three wells
on or near El Toro Marine air sta

tion in Orange County, Calif. ™™
chhloroethylene and
tetrachloroethylene also “are - toxic

 chiorinated solvents. They are found

' inmany types of cleaning products.- ..

Lejeune was cited by state envi-

‘ ronmental agencies during 1985 for
" violating groundwater standards.

Tests of 22 suspected hazardous-

- waste pollution sites at Lejeune

have detected heavy metals, organic

"chemicals and pesticides, but con-

centrations are not high enough to

" endanger humans, base uffxcxals»

f saxd in December 1985'
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5 and brother Adam, 3, frolic in the
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eand and eurf at ¥ Fart F!shé“
parents took a’ day trlp;to
theinhomel : ttov

of the USS.

5

“fallen comrades
nﬂpemng ceremonies
fatmual reunion.

‘erawd in the past five
shipmates and
Se...0ers of their fam-
¥&d under the hot after-
{the battleship memori-
Its.

, secretary of the
Wl the Fleet Re-
y-read the names
Camlma crewmern
p; members who died
t.year.
ho are gathered here
nt prayer for our ab-
, who now serve on

the supreme command-
ihn said.

keynote address, Wil-
iyor Don Betz recalied
{ssed by the immensity
gdttleship, the USS New

S’ the Vietnamese
Nav,,. Similar feelings

"said, when he first
hoard the battleship
e

b totally amazed by the
magnitude of this ship,
ﬁbhave felt,” he said.

‘who arrived wearing

# guit but took his jacket
ing, did have one

or the veterans — that
girnext reunion in cool-

Il’é.warm,” agreed Mike

first loader of anti-

‘But achool's gut, and
Jike to come.”
-old from Lyng

JOmed the N. 1

1, Horton saia he

é}iped war stories” -

' series of 10" battleships d Jered
“the Navy before the U.S, entry"

. whether it was on fire.

“I really JOHI g See

ewo’l'ld notto

fight the wata™s ;. S 53

Mike Hortoni, former crevv
member AT

i i P

i

didn't realize what he was getting
into. ;

“I really Jamed to’ see the world,.
ot to fight the war, he e
NorthCaroling

World War 1I, initially was: 8
patched to back up the British fleet
in the North Atlantic. It joined the
Pacific fleet in June 1942. -

“When we got in there, it raised
morale tremendously,” said’Mario
Sivilli, a radio operator aboard the
ship and now the vice president of
the North Carolina Battleship As-
sociation.

The North Carolina joined a task
force of other ships for what was to
be the first offensive battle of the
Pacific theater, the invasion of Gua-

dzlcanal, durmg which the battle-

ship pounded the island . with ‘its
heavy guns.

In the following Battle' of the
Bastern Solomons, on Aug. 24,
1942, the North Carolina’s anti-air-
craft guns were shooting so furious-

ly against a Japanese force of 80 -

planes that a nearby ship asked

“We were doing 26 knots or bet-
ter, yet the ship was nothing but
smoke and flame,” Sivilli sai

On Sept. 15, 1942, the' North
Carolina was torpedoed by a Ja
nese submarine. The attack. kil ed
five crewmen, injured 23 and put'a
30-foot-wide hole in the ship's hull.
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site and the airport’s history to establmh w‘ the”

St photo by Gray Honeycutt
Marlnes from’ Campwl.ejeune contributed a color
guard and-3:21-gurvaiute for the opening

" ceremunilis’of the 26th ahnual reunion of former

“crewmen | of thiWSS?onh Carolina’ Tuesday
afterndon. Mgmgpr “z was the keynote
speaker VA 4
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A pit af the New Hmdver County: Airport dnd dn.
wnn@rﬂnnmcorpa Basge. el mone

Froposed Tuesday to add to the Superﬁm&f pnon

Nine of the sites-are in North Carolma, lm:iudmgT
four in the southeastern part of the statesirh *ew
Designation for the “National Priority ‘List” teans

the site is eligible for 90 percent federal fundingrof an-
.owWns'
the site. Federa! agencies are reaponenble o:heleamng_ _

EPA-supervised cleanup, unless a federal:
up thefr sites using their own mopey.

g =
‘Despite the chance for federal fundmg, officialsin”

New Hanover County wary“ about getting involVed
in a Superfund clean
hazardous black gunk left over from fire trainingiaxér
tises in a pit at the airport. If the EPA gets:involved, -

county officials say,the/cleanup could coet m

,man);ﬁr%ewt v-handled the job itselfis ' %

t4f the: cleanup-onwered:
Superfund, an EPA-supervised project could ¢
county more than $1:million — much more thaqi
$300,000 that private contractors ha\;é Eétlﬁmm :

The EPA hires fivitfifl limited 1 ofodh_'j
clean up toxxc wnate qf:en whu:h e
; e a‘;ﬂ b

e iR t c’!eé.t'fu%g pro&sa qﬁ is
takm 2 anyry

% asald
~ Michael Henderson, éﬁokesman fori A S\i'pef-'
fund program in Atlanta ' A

The Air Force created the burn pit ih ’tlie I960§ as aj

place to train firefighters, Dehn said. Later the pit

became a training site for the county’s volunteér fire .
4.{,@:; L' o O ik F 50

artments, -, -
Ariny Corps

S5 Bietioors Wt

federal government {s responsible for some of thewnste
Dehn said, If the military. tontributed to the prob
he said, the site xmght quahfy for a dlff 1
cleanup’ program. , F41
“Right now, the EPA 13 oﬁeratmg underthe assump
tion that the county owns t
at fault,” he said,’
'I‘uesday’s EPA announcement brings th&S
priority list to 1,177 sites, of which' 378 have’ been
proposed and 799 have been’ formally placed’on the list.

Camp Lejeune was proposed for the list because -

contaminated groundwater was detected in thedindus-
trial area of the base. Although no hazardous waste is

stored perm?ently at the base now, base officials'say,
. some waste

ad been buried there and could cohfam1-
nate soil and groundwater..

The other Southeastern North Carohna mtes“added
to the EPA’s list Tuesday are four septic sbivice pits in
northwestern Brunswiek County énd an area around a
Jacksonville-dry clearirig business.

The EPA already used some Superfund money sevér

al years ago for an emergency cleanup of the Bnmswxck‘

Coun
mov

site in Maco, Henderson said. The
‘about 3 million tons of topsoil

re-
nhated

with oils that had been. illegally- dumeto four

unlined septic pits, he-said. If the site is placed on the
Superfund list, he daid, the EPA will stu {whethgrthe
chemicals contaminated- any private wells; -

The Jacksonville site is around ABC One Hour"

Cleaners at 2127 Lejeune Blvd. A chenﬁulnsed

cleaning fluid leaked from a storage tank"" 1he

business and contaminated three nearby we nder*-

son said. a2 A0
R

lmt. -
or toxic waste cleanupr ; e 5

) of years' worth of potentially- © - .

‘ ~~ “}
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EPA proposes cleanups
‘at'2 Jacksonville sites

- .JACKSONVILLE .— Camp. Le-
jeune’s industrial area .and .a
.Jacksonville .dry: cleaner -are

~among:229 sites the U.S..Environ-
mental Protection Agency propos-

_ -es.to,put high oh its list.of places
.for..cleanup-of toxic.wastes,:ac-
- cording to a base spokesman.-

. ..The EPA had no estimate Tues-

day of .how. soon - cleaning -up
-groundwater contaminated by
‘chlorinated solvents in the indus-
‘trial area could startor how much
it would cost, said 1st Lt. Frank
Shaw - of - the base Joint Public
Affairs Office, mm & i —vo - -
-.: An EPA:fund normally finances"
9 percent. of cleanup costs on-
civilian land, but federal.agencies
must pay.to clean.up their own

property.

pATE 23 Jun 88
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~ study cleanuj
~—of fuel leaks

ByRICHARDF.SMITH
Daily News Staff

Camp -Lejeune officials are pro-

ceeding with plans to clean up gaso-
line leaks at the bulk fuel storage
facility in Hadnot Point, which was
ciosed in June after the problem
was confirmed. :

An engineering study for removal
of leaked gasoline products is nearly
complete, szid 1st Lt. Cathy Engels
of the Lejeune Joint Public Affairs
QOffice.

Monitoring tests confirmed ex-
istence of the problem in April
Leaks from an underground tank
system were confined to an area two
square blocks around the fuel farm.

The spill is contained by the see-
tion’s natural flat terrain and

water-table conditions, the lieute-

~ut said. The number of gallons
led is unknown.

‘udies of monitoring wells
xmined the leaking fuel was
gasoline ard a preliminary report
was made in May to North Carolina
environmental officials. .
Studies completed in 1986-87 show-
ed fuel compounds were detectable
in the groundwater of the industrial
area.
As.a result, Maj. Gen. J. Edward
Cassity, base commander at the

Cleanup is expected to start after .
final design of a fuel-recovery

" system. Recovered gasoline pro-

ducts are expected to be recycled
for use on base. ’ )

A- contract bid will be announced
in coming months to begin construc-
tion and operation of the fuel

~ recovery effort. No timetable for the

cleanup will be available until the
engineering report is finished and
approved.

The study report on the fuel leak
was prepared by engineers from the
Naval Facilities Engineering Com-

—
mand in Norfolk, Va. \
The final draft was published with
monitoring data and cieanup rec-
ommendations. It was approved by
Lejeune ofiicials and sent to Norfolk

in September. .

Lejeune personnel will continue to
monitor all groundwater wells for
possible pollution. Drinking water at
Lejeune is continually anatyzed with,
the water meefing all treatment
standards reguired by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency, the
spokeswoman said.

Wells and disposal sites do mot.

pose any danger to persons living or
working at or near the base as long
as they drink water from approved

The base has started a 2¢-hour
telephone line for persons with ques-
tions or comments about the prey
blem. The number is 451-5100. -3

The engineering report and plannd
ed cleanup are part of Lejeune’s
continuing effort to identify: .
evaluate, control and correct pasf
deficient waste-disposal sites and
practices involving groundwater:
poliution. B

The base and ABC One Hour
Cleaners of Jacksonville werg
among 229 sites nationwide that the
EPA has proposed for the Superfund
national priorities list for cleanup of
past inadequate waste-disposal
areas.

The Superfund normally finances
90 percent of cleanup costs on civil-
ian land, but federal agencies must
use their own money for such efforts
-on U.S. property.

The cleanup at Lejeune is being
funded by the Navy's Defense Envi-
ronmental Restoration Account, - ..~

A chemica! used in dry cleanifig
leaked from a tank behifd ABC
cleaners at 2127 Lejeune Blvd. dur:
ing 1985 and contaminated threé
wells, including two wells at basg
housing in Tarawa Terrace, accdr:.
ding to EPA and Lejeune officials

sources; People should not drink Those wells are now closed.
time, ordered the fuel farm closed . water out of streams or from wells. ]
on June 12 of this year. that are not monitored.
The facility currently is using fuel There is no hazard of pollution in
bladders instead of tanks, the drinking water on or off base. All H
lieutenant said. Bladders should be contaminated groundwater wells
replaced by an interim fuel opera- have been sealed, according to the
tion by early 1989. __ lieutenant.
The interim system will include a - siiem e semmlimes o mmeaem TS T T
smaller, above-ground tank system.
Maximum use will be made of ex- . *
isting outlying refueling areas at
Courthouse Bay and Camp Geiger. - i
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on toxic waste at OC bases

Return with us now to an early

summer day, say June 26, whena*-"
- ing very duhgemly to correct-

Register Close-up section focused
on chernical contamination at the-

county’s two Marine. bases. m EI

Toroand Tustin,

The stories weren't subtle; and
the headlines reflected the heavy
hit. - Examples: . “MILITARY
WASTE" (not only in all-capitals
but-in ‘the color red), “PAST
CHEMICAL DUMPING HAUNTS"
CONTAMINATED *  MARINE
BASES,” “Polludon producers:
‘No industry can compare.’ "’

The discouraging words rolled
on dnd on, as is usual in Clase-up,
but the beginning of a story on the -
section’s first page pretty well
sumrmed up the indictment:- - -

*Although the Marine Corps has.-
improved its handling of hazard. -

ous materials in "the past few
years, it still is slow to comply with

- environmental laws, has refused to

pay local fees, contributes substan-
tally to the area’s smog and pro-
duces more- toxc waste than any
other source in the county.”

That characterization under-
standably wasn't especially popu~
lar with jocal Marine Corps folks.

Shortly’ after- the articles” ap- ’

peared, Maj. Stan Gould, public af-
fairs officer for the 3rd Marine Air--
craft- Wing and MCAS E! Toro,

ry statements. I asked that the ob-
jections be put in writing. After
some delay, he and Navy Ensign
Michael Rehor, environmental di-
rector of the Facilities Manage~

. ment . Department . at” E1 Toro

MCAS, delivered  responses ' to
statements they considered inac-
curate and‘or unfair. (I further de-
layed the matter throughone of my
vacations, then the invoived Mero
section people tock even more time
to file responses to the Marine ob~
jections; hence, this extremely
tardy report. Finally, the Marines
suggested ' dropping the . whole
thirrg because of the time lapse, but
I dids’t agree since they acknowl-
edged” that .the challenges: re-
mained the same.)

A detter accompanying the Ma-
rine list referred to “numercus in-
accuracies and misieading infer-
ences [in the stories] concerning
the.h waste and environ-
mental clean-up situation” at the
two Marine bases, It also stated
that “*The Department of Defense
and, the Marine Corps have been
very.open about the cavironmental

ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER
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- cussion involving
Corps, that eons ago [ was an ID -

and hazardous waste problems at . ¥

the two air stations and are work-
them.”

ister staffer Marla Cone and edited
by Jane Bornemeier, - asswtant
- Mewo editor. )

- Becauseof space consxderanons,
not all of the Marines’ objections
.can be included here. [ have select-

ed for discussion the ones [ feel are

the most important. .
‘Oh, yes, 1 must note, in this dis-
the Marine

tag-carrying member of that

armed service, so it's possible that -

I mighthave a contaminated view
of the marter at hand. Of course,
the Corps obviously dida’t consider
me one of the few good men, since
during one of the wars it left me
behind to help guard the endan-
gered bars of Oceanside, and in-
deed I don't feel like a bridge over
its troubled waters, if any, but you
might want to keep the long-past
connection in mind if you bother to
struggle through this.

Let's take a look at part of the
Marines’ itemized list of objec-
tions. To allow all sides a voice in

- the discussion, several elements
must be included for each chal-

- lenged point. I don’t know what
catled ro challenge some of the sto-

confusion can be avoided, but let’s
proceed in this order of listing: The.

challenged story statement, the

Marines” objection, responscs

from Ms. Cone and Ms. Borne-
meier and comments from the om-.

budsman, 'when: appropriate of
when the desire strikes. -

- One of the main Close-up stories
began:
years aga, the Marines had ar in-
novative way of cootrotling dust on

a sprawling dirt parking lot at Ex )

Toro air station.

“They routinely took an assort-
ment of toxic waste — powerful
solvents, used motor oil, transmis-
sion fluid, even excess jet fuel —
and sprayed it on the ground, soak-
mgtbesoﬂandmxsnngtheaxrwxm
poliution. . -

+ “Even more recently. “for 12
years ending in 1981, the Marines
in Tustin disposed of toxic trash by
loading large drurns on the edge of
a truck. As the Marines drove
aiong, they opened the drums and

ist the raw chemicals flow onto the .
. soil, pollntmganamamesmeofa

football field.

18

The stories were written by Reg- ~

“On wind-swept days 20 -
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The Ombudsman

**'These are only two of the doz-
ens of environmental horror sto-
ries returning to haunt the US Ma-
rine Corps air stations in El Toro
and Tustn.”

The Marines-had two objections
to this beginning. They said the
spraying of solvents, motwor oil,
etc., was not “innovative,”’ that
“Spraying used oil and.simiiar ma-
teriais was a standard procedure
accepted nationwide for many
years.”

Also according to the Marines,

“While the article correctly point-

ed out past waste-disposal proce-
dures that today are unacceptable,
the waords ‘horror,’ ‘haunt,” and
‘dozens’ add to an emotional slant
that is pot justified. The past prac-
tices exist no longer, the cleanup is
being planned, and there are no
immediate health bazards,”

Ms. Cone responded that “Using

today’s standards, spraying haz-’

ardous waste as a method of dust
control is considered highly unor-
thodox, inappropriate, unhealthful
and unsafe.”” We said in the fifth
paragraph of the story that the
practice once was considered ac-
ceptable and legal, and has since
stopped at the Marine base, We re-
iterated that in the 13th and 27th
paragraphs. About the ‘“horror,”
she said, “Environmental officials

agree that past practices are hor- -

ror stories, and they are extremely

- - concerned about health hazards,”

since three Irvine-area agricultur-

al water wells have been contami-,

nat
Editor Bomeme;cr said; thle

spraying of toxic waste was pot il--

legal, it was pot widely practiced in

- this country — ever, except by the
Marine Corps.” And, regarding the
**horror stories’ usage, she main-
tained that “The Corps has chosen
to quibble with three words ocut of
thousands in this project. Taken in
context, I believe: the. words are
Jjustifi

Py

e

Ombud comment: I don’t sup-
pose folks in most areas had access
to jet fuel, but the spraving of such
materials as used motor oil to keep
the dust down was hardly innova-
tive 20 years ago. I guessonly those
of us who are older remember, and
if it was so dangerous I don't see
how we lived through it. And hor-
ror stories? Well, among the defi-

nitions of horror in my dictionary
are “‘shuddering {ear and disgust;
terror and repugnance.” I think
the termm was a bit exaggerated in
the story usage. I don't doubt that
environmental officials agree that
past practices are horror stories.
There are good career reasons for
detecting a toxin under everv rock
or io every fish. But if the officials
referred to past situations as hor-
ror stories, maybe they should
have been quoted, As it was, the
Register said it

M Story statement: *.., the US
Environmental Protection Agency
believes the contamination at the
El Toro base ranks with some of
the nation’s most infamous toxic
hot spots! Love Canal in New York,
Times Beach in Missouri, the
Stringfellow Acid Pits near River-
side.”

Marines:. “True only in that
MCAS El Toro might share a list of
approximately 1,200 sites with
these infamous spots. MCAS El
Toro is neither abandoned nor poi-
soning any workers or residents.”

Ms. Cone: “The paragraph is
correct. The base has been nomi-
nated to the Superfund list [EPA's
priorities for clean-up] and it is
considered just as hazardous as

Please see OMBUDSMAN/11
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FROM 10
thase other sites, and more hazard-
ous than some.”

Ms. Bornemeier: *I find it inter-
esting the Marines now dispute the
comparison with Times Beach and
other hazardous sites, when even
their own commander, Brig. Gen
David Shuter, said in the story: 'L
don’t like being compared to the
MeColl dump or Times Beach, but
if that's how we stack up, so be
it

Ombud: Terry Wilson, spokes-
man for the EPA regional office in
San  Francisco, agreed with Ms.
Cone that the statement is correct
in that, as he put it, “All {sites on
the list] have been indentified as
the most hazardous waste sites
that need to be cleaned up."”

However, Mr. Wilson explained,”
there is a “*hazard ranking sys-.

tem" which, on a point basis,
places various sites in one of 16
groups according to the degree of
hazard. The ranking system is, at
least to me, extremely complicat-
ed. EPA scientists look at various
criteria, inciuding.the danger of
specific chemicals, their potential
1o spread, 10 contaminate drinking
water, etc., then add up the score
for group placement. Fifty sites
are in Group 1, at the top of the
hazard ranking system. Stringfel
low is pumber 32 in that group.
Love Canal is number 141 in Group
3. Interestingly, both Times Beach
and El Toro MCAS are in Group 8;
Times Beach is number 387 in that
group, but we don’t know where El
Toro falls because federal facili-
ties are not numbered, according
to Mr. Wilson

1 frankly cannot make much
sense of the system. Let me know if

. you can. Residents were relocated

from both the Times Beach and
Love Canal areas, though they're
in groups 8 and 3. No one has been
relocated from  Stringfeliow

bbb izl ddbi

(though it is using a new water sup-
ply), but it's in the top group.

El Toro isn't actually on the Su-
perfund list yet; it's on the pro-
posed list, but Mr. Wilson said it’s
extremely rare for a site proposed
for the regular list not to make it.

An EPA environmental scientist
in Washington told me she
wouildn't consider the El Toro site
as hazardous as the others named
in the story. Opxmons apparently
differ,

B Story: “Asurvey of the 6,200
acres of Marine Corps property,
performed by military consul-
tants, shows few areds at the air
station are untainted by chemi-
cals.” .

Marines: “Even if all suspected
areas, that the article mentioned,
wefe 100 percent contarninated,
this would amount to 1.7 percent of
the total acreage at MCAS El Toro,
and 0.6 percent of the total at
MCAS Tustin.”

Ms. Cone: *“The story is correct.
A mabp of the bases provided by a
March 1988 consultant report
shows few areas are uncontami-
nated. I pever said in the story that
every acre was contaminated, only
that most portions of the base are
contaminated, which is supported
by the maps we printed.”

Ms. Bormemeier: “The hstmg
does not say all sites contain all
chemicals.”

Ombud: We're talking *“areas”
and “acreage.” Take your pick.

M Story: ‘‘As many as 14dump
sites at El Toro — two as larpe as
20 acres apiece — and 11 areas at

"Tustin are contaminated with haz-

ardous materials, including PCB-
laden electrical transformers, low-
level radioactive materials, buried

. drums of explosives and thousands

of gallons of volatile jet fuel, acids
and waste oils, according to a
March report by military consul-
tants.”

-

~)

”

Marines: ''Only one site at El
Tore or Tustin is suspected of con-
taining very small amounts of ra-
dicactive material or explosives.
There is only one potential site
which may be contaminated with
less than 60 gallons of PCB fluid."

Ms. Cone: “The sentence is cor-
rect, all according to the Marine
Corps’ own March 1988 report.
Fourteen sites at El Toroand 11 at
Tustin are contaminated with
some type of hazardous waste, The
story said all the sites contained
hazardous waste. [ did not say al
sites contained radioactive materi-
als or PCBs.”

Ombud: The story simply didn't
make the picture clear.

M The story said a degreasing
solvent called trichloroethylene
(TCE) has infiltrated three agri-
cultural wells used to irrigate ir-
vine Co. crops and that “Officials
fear the chemicals are migrating
west toward other wells that sup-
ply 70 percentof the drinking water
for Santa Ana, Costa Mesa and
Tustin residents. The source of the
TCE spill is unproved, but water-
quality officials say they are con-

vinced it comes from one of many.
abandoned dumps at the El xoro .

air station.”

Marines: “Being ‘convinced’ is
simply a convenience for water-
quality officials, since other equal-
ly valid expianations would be dif-
ficult to track down or would have
no clean-up funds. The fact that an
auto raceway existed for many
years in close proximity, using
similar degreasers with similar
disposal methods, is easy to ignore
now that it no longer exists. The
fact that concentrations are higher
further away from the air station
couid easily indicate that a source
or dump site off base was the cul-
prit. It is important to note that we
are spending $1.2 million in a scien-

| 1arine Corps responds . Close- -Up lock
at toxic waste at 2 OC air stations

ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER PAGE B~-10 20 NOViEMBER 1988
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Drums discovered

Several barrels of an unknown
substance have been discovered
recently at Camp Lejeune, accor-
ding to the base Joint Public Affairs

Office. A

A civilian employee operating a
forklift on a storage lot Jan. 4
unearthed two 55-gallon drums, a
base spokesman said. The drums
were found in Lot 203 near the in-

tersection' of Wallace Creek and
Holcomb Blvd.

Efforts to clean up the site on
Monday revealed several other bar-
rels. One of the barrels was marked

“DDT,” the spokesman said.

A plan to cease digging was made
by base officials until a sampling of
the materials can be conducted and
a plan of action for cléanup can be
formulated.
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Dlsposal snte found

A civilian employee operating a forkhft in a storage
lot on Jan. 4 inadvertently unearthed two 55-gallon

drums that were apparently buried overa long period

of time.

The forklift operator striick one of the buried
drums while working in Lot -203 near the intersec-
tion of Wallace Creek and Holcomb Boulevard,
which is maintained by the Defense Reutilization
Marketing Office. When kerosene-like odors were
noticed at the scene, the Base Spill Response Team
was notified and arrived at the lot to investigate.

Initial investigation pointed to.a routine fuel spill
and a decision was made to dig up the barrels early
this week and the site was cordoned off and covered
with plastic. _

On Jan. 9, efforts to clean up the site revealed
several other barrels, one of which was marked

“DDT.” DRMO and Natural Resources officials. -

decided to cease digging until sampling of the material
could be conducted and a plan of action could be for
mulated for clean-up.

The area in question has already been identified

as one of numerous past disposal sités under the In-
stallation Restoration Program. The Installation
Restoration.Program initiated a comprehensive in-

vestigation of all past disposal sites in 1983 and.’

beginning this year, is developing a comprehensive

plan for its clean-up in cooperation with the state and_ _‘

the EPA.

‘The base has taken all steps to ensure that the site .

poses no immediate safety risk to its operators by
locating, documenting and removing anythmg deem-
ed hazardous to continued operation in the area in
question. Long-term removal and clean-up will bé in-
itiated in accordance with the remedial action plan
as established by EPA guidelines.

There is no contamination or threat of contamina-
tion to the ground water supply or personnel work-
ing in"the area.
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Dlsposal sxte found”»

A civilian employee operaimg a forkhft ina storagei‘fié
lotonJan. 4 ma vertentlyil unearthc& two 55-gallon .
drums that were apparentl% buned ovéer a Iong period

of time. b

i

The forkhh operator struck one cof the buned

_ drums while working in Lot =203 near the intersec-
tion of Wallace Creek and Holcomb Boulevard,

which is maintained by the Defense Reutilization
Marketing Office. When kerosene-like odors were
noticed at the scene, the Base Spill Response Team
was notified and arrived at the lot to investigate.
Initial investigation pointed to a routine fuel spill

and a decision was made to dig up the barrels early

this week and the site was cordoned off and covered
with plastic.

On Jan. 9. efforts to clean up the site revealed
several other barrels, one of which was marked
“DDT.” DRMO and Natural Resources officials
decided to cease digging until sampling of the material
“could be conducted and a-plan of achon oould be for
mulated for clean-up. .

The area in question has already been ldentxhed .

as one of numerous past disposal sites under the In-
stallation Restoration Program.- The Installation
Restoration.Program initiated a comprehensive in-

yestigation of all past disposal sites in 1983 and,

beginning this year, is developing a comprehensive

Plan for jts clean-y
the EPA pin oooperanon wnh the state and

'_I:;e base has taken all steps 10 ensure that the site
no lmmedlate safety, visk 10 its operators by

Iocatmg documcmmg and removing anything deem-
ed hazardous to continued operation in the area in
question. Long-term removal and clean-up will be in-
itiate.d in accordance with the remedial action plan
as established by EPA guidelines.

There is no contamination or threat of contamina-
tion to the ground water supply or personnel work-

jing in the arca
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o " . By Jack Murphy.
) Star-News Correspondent

CAMP LEJEUNE — Military
and civilian specialists are working
-to clean up an area where several
- 55-gallon drums of possibly toxic
‘materials were discovered buried.
. Base officials said Wednesday that
the drums posed no threat te
groundwater supplies or to people

~working in the area. _
©~ A civilian worker operating a
forklift inadvertently unearthed
two 53-gallon drums on Jan. 4 at
Lot 203, off Holcomb Boulevard

-near Wallace Creek. '

-~ The worker noticed a kerosene-
like odor, and the base Spill Re-
. sponse Team was called to the lot.
The team cordoned off the area, cov-
- ered it with plastic and-then began
digging up the barrels earlier this

week. v
On Monday, the cleanup workers
found several more barrels, includ-
ing one marked “DDT.” Digging
~ . was stopped until the base officials
2y ‘ and representatives of the N.C. De-
partment, of Natural Resources and
\/""'\ Community Development could
-analyze the contents of the barrels

and form a cleanup plan.

The lot is operated by the Defense
Re-utilization Marketing  Office.
which disposes of surplus military
material.

It is one of a group of old disposal '
sites on the base that is targeted for ’
long-term cleanup under a plan be-
ing developed by the base, state
agencies and the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency.
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Drums discovered

Several barrels of an unknown
substance have been discovered
recently at -Camp Lejeune, accor-
ding to the base Joint Public Affairs
Office.

A civilian emplovee operating a
forklift on a storage lot Jan. 4
unearthed two 55-gallon drums, a
base spokesman said. The drums
were found in Lot 203 near the in-

tersection of Wallace Creek and
Holcomb Blvd.

Efforts to clean up the site on
Monday revealed several other bar-
rels. One of the barrels was marked

“DDT,” the spokesman said.

A plan to cease digging was made
by base officials until a sampling of
the materials can be conducted and

: a plan.of action for cleanup can be
TN : ‘ formulated.
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JACKSO\IVILLE — Camp Le-
1eune officials said W eaneccav that
Lot 203, operated by the base De-
fense Reutilization and Marketing
Office, has been closed until recen-.
soil samples can be analyzed to de-
termine whether the area is unsafe
for employees and contractors
working there.

Base officials said Jan. 11 that
several 53-gallon drums were dis-
covered buried at the site but that
the drums posed no threat to
vrounawater supplies or to people
working at the lot.

A c1v1han forxlift operator inad-
vertently unearthed two 53-gallon
drums Jan. 4 at the lot off Hol-
N . comb Boulevard pear Wallace

/ ' ’ Creek. On Jan. © , cleanup crews
found several more barrels includ-
ing one marked “DDT.”

According to base officials the
lot is one of & group of old disposal
sites targeted for long-term
cleanup under a plan developed by
the base, state agencies and the
federal Environmental Protection

N.ml"‘

Agency.
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tmeraency landing made
An AH-1T Cobra helicopter. from

at New Biver aipstation.

Because 4 is such a light
helicoptgr] air station officiais
to transport it back to New
Riyef rather than repair it in the
i#€1d, the spokesman said.

Soil samples examined

The Defense Reutilization
Marketing Office at Lot 203 at Camp
Lejeune has been closed until fur-
ther notice, according to the base
Joint Public Affairs Office.

The office will remain closed until
soil samples taken recently can be
analyzed to determine whether the
lot is safe for employees and con-
tractors working there.

In January, an employee

"Si)'ératirig a forklift unearthed two

55-gallon drums of an unknown
substance, although one drum was
marked “DDT.”

The soil will be tested to ensure
there are no harmful contaminants

present, according to the Public Af- -

fairs Office.

PAGE 1B

AR

DATE 17 Mar 89

STATE

JACKSONVILLE.,

NORTH CAROLINA




PUBLICATION WE (FLoBe
(b Lerpane 100

ekt bbbl S

Preventive measures

Though there has been no reported cases of con-
taminated fruits, the Camp Lejeune commissaries
have removed certain fruits from their shelves.

All red, white and black grapes, plums, peaches and
nectarines were removes Monday, March 13 as a
precautionary measure.

Any patron having purchased any of th&se items
from one of the commissaries, prior to Monday, are
~asked to return them for a refund.

As a preventive measure, the Defense Reutiliza- |
~ . tion Marketing Office at Lot -203 will close until soil

samples recently taken can be analyzed to determine

“whether the lot is safe for employea and contrac-

tors working there, :

The soil will be tested to ensure there are no harm- -
- ful contaminants that could be a safety risk to

employees and contractors.
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1 . ' : : " Apreliminary study completed in
It N A "eelnent : . 1983 identified 76 potentially con-
: ' g]- . - " taminated base sites and indicated
_ - } 22 warranted further investigation,

: : 011 Lej eune “ although the study concluded that -

none posed an immediate hazard to

POIPSE.

human health or the environment.

’ 'V‘T a Ste Site S : The investigation focused on the

‘ Hadnot Point Industrial Area,
Co Hk 1 where eight of 35 wells showed ;
' e y SO 011 traces of chemical contamination in

1985.. The wells were closed.

Vo ' . By Jack Murphy “ Buse officials said no -single
o r . Star-News Correspondent - source had been found for the
i ' chemicals, all used primarily as sol-
a | JACKSONVILLE — Camp Le Venis and degrencer.
kN i . JEUIT Ullilidls alT Liust w \,\uu:uvv’ .

l- H ing an agreement to clean up old Lejeune uses and produces large
i?;’ : hazardous waste sites on the base quantities of hazardous materials
i fi that are listed on a national priority and waste products, and although :
= h list of the U.S. Environmental Pro- " no hazardous waste is permanently
= o tection Agency. - stored on base, waste was buried on
il Basse officials are schleduled tﬁ . the base in the past.
= meet Sept. 7 and 8 in Atlanta wit ‘ \ : . . .
iy representatives of the EPA, the e thlz?eglnedronfgqals S""”]i th;tf ‘;',hefi :
= u. state of North Carolina and the oo g_: Elt1s comp ezeﬂ et;o“: .
= & : “2* Navy tocomplete a drafcof a Feder- . = 108 gnc{:mereg:e lable to e
o ~ gl Facilities Agreement, which will ,»; SODY Will be made avallaale e

i+ outline how the base will clean up . ngzg:ér:hkh will have 45 days to

the sites, along with schedules and -
{ priorities for the work.
"~ Lejeune was placed on the EPA’s
+- National Priorities List in mid-
June 1988, after the hazardous
°. waste sites were identified. The
<" base was given a six-month negotia-
. ble period to begin a feasibility -
+ - study for cleanup.
<t Such sites qualify for cleanup :
™ funded by what is commonly known
* as the Superfund. In the case of
military installations, however, the
" cleanup funds come from the De-
“ fense Environmental Restoration
% Account established by Congress for -
Department of Defense hazardous ;
Y7 waste sites.

R SR,
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CAMP LEJEUNE

L]

preparing

Base
agreement
- Camp Lejeune and federal of-

ficials are in the final stages of
negotiating a draft Federal Facil-

“ities Agreement that will outline

the  base’s approach to the
cleanup of old hazardous waste

sites, according to the Lejeune
_ Joint Public Affairs Office.

The FFA will specify the
schedule and milestones for the
removal of 22 past hazardous
waste sites ahoard the base. The
sites were identified in 1983 as
part of the Navy’s Installation
Restoration Program.

" Negotiations will occur on Sept.
% and 8 in Atlanta and will in-
volve officials from the state of

" North Carolina, the U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency, the
Navy and Lejeune.

- The resuliing document will be
released for public comment

when negotiations are complete

and a final draft is prepared.

Public notification of the doc-
urnent’s availability will be made
by the EPA.

The EPA will accept comments
from the public for a period of 45
days after the announcement of
availability. ,

At the conclusion of the com-
ment period, all parties will
review and discuss all comments
before finalizing the FFA,
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e By Jack Murphy

u Star-News Correspondent

/ ’ JACKSONVILLE — Camp Le-
“jeune officials are close to complet-
ing an agreement to clean up old
hazardous waste sites on the base
that are listed on a national priority
list of the U.3. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Base officials are scheduled to
meet Sept. 7 and 8 in Atlanta with
representatives of the EPA, the
- state of North Carolina and the
= Navy to complete a draft of a Fader-
al Facilities Agreement, which will
= outline how the base will clean up
_ the sites, along with schedules and
“ pricrities for the work.

»- Lejeune was placed on the EPA’s

-2 National Priorities List in mid-

June 1988, after the hazardous -
7+ waste sites were identifled. The
~ hase was given a six-month negotia-

. "' ble period to begim a feasibility .
°study for cleanup.
‘7 Such sites qualify for cleanup
“* funded by what is corumonly known
" as the Superfund. In the case of
military installations, however, the
cleanup funds come from the De-
* fense Environmental Restoration
= Account established by Congress for
) Department of Defense hazardous
S : = waste sites.

A preliminary study completed in
1983 identified 78 potentially con-
taminated base sites and indicated
22 warranted further investigation,
" although the study concluded that

none posed an immediate hazard to

human health or the environment.

The investigation focused on the
Hadnot Point Industrial Area,
where eight of 35 wells showed
traces of chemical contamination in
1985. The wells were closed.

Base officials said no single
source had been found for the
‘chemicals, all used primarily as sol-
vents and degreasers.

Lejeune uses and produces large
quantities of hazardous materials
and waste products, and although
no hazardous waste is permanently
stored on base, waste was buried on
the base in the past.

. Lejeune officials said that when
~ the final draft is completed follow-
ing the conference in Atlanta, a
coov will ke mada availahle #4 fha
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IMeeting held
with the EPA

BY RICHARD F, SMITH
DAILY NEWS STAFF

Three Camp Lejeune officials
were in Atlanta last week to meet
with personnel of the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

The base and.federal workers are
in the final stages of negotiating a
draft Federal Facilities Agreement
that will outline Lejeune’s approach
to cleanup of old hazardous waste
sites on base, according to the Le-
jeune Joint Public Affairs Office.

The meetings were held at the
EPA’s regional headquarters.

Attending from Lejeune were

. Stephany Del Re, an environmental
specialist with Marine Corps Base,
and ‘Lt. Col. Joe Wellington and
Capt. Steve Hinkle of the base Staff

Rase officials
are negotiating
waste cleanup

The FFA will specify the schedule
and milestones for removal of 22
past hazardous waste sites aboard
the base. The sites were identified in
1983 as part of the Navy's Installa-
tion Restoration Program. )

Negotiations also involved officials

" {from the state of North Carolina and

the Navy.

The resulling document will be
released for public comment when
negotiations are complete and a
final draft is prepared.

Public notification of the docu-
ment's availability will be made by.
the EPA,

The EPA will accept comments
from the public for a period of 45
days after the announcement of
availability.

At the conclusion of the comment

Judge Advocate’s office.
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period, all parties will review and

discuss all comments before finaliz-
ing the FFA, _ ‘

Base administrators are continu
ing an effort to identify, evaluate,
control and correct past deficient
waste-disposal sites and practices
involving groundwater pollution,

The base and ABC One Hour
Cleaners in Jacksonville were
among 229 sites fationwide that the
EPA has proposed for cleanup of
past inadequate waste-disposal
areas,

The EPA’s Superfund normally fi-
nances 90 percent of cleanup costs
on civilian land, but federal agen-
cies must use their own money for
such efforts on U.S. property.

The cleanup at Lejeune is being
funded by the Navy's Defense Envi-
ronmental Restoration Account.

A chemical used in dry cleaning
leaked from.a tank behind ABC
cleaners at 2127 Lejeune Blvd, dur-
ing 1985 and contaminated three
wells, including two wells at base
housing in Tarawa Terrace, accor-
ding to EPA and Lejeune officials,
Those wells are now closed.

sl il bt gl et
.,

Lejeune personnel continue to
monitor 2ll groundwater wells for

. possible pollution. Drinking water at

Lejeune is continually analvzed with
the water meeting all treatment
standards required by the EPA.
Wells and disposal sites do not
pose any danger {o persons livjng or
working at or near the base as long
as they drink water from approved
sources. People should nol drink

water out of streams or from wells

that are not monitored.

There is no hazard of pollution in
drinking water on or off base. All
contaminated groundwater wells
have been sealed, according to Le-
jeune spokesmen,
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= Hadmot ﬁueﬁ Tarm 18 first

S
BY RICHARD F. SMITH
DAILY NEWS STAFF

The Hadnot Point fuel farm will
be the first hazardous-waste site at
Camp Lejeune fo be cleaned up
under a new agreement with federal
ofiicials, according to a base
spokeswoman.

The fuel farm was confirmed as
the initial site to be cleaned up dur-
ing meetings on Sept. 7 and 8 be-
tween bose officials and U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection” Agency per-
sonnel at EPA regional head-
quarters in Atlanta.

Lejeune officials attending the
meeting were Lt, Col. Joe Well-
ington and Capt. Steve Hinkle of the
Staff Judge Advocate’s Office and
Stephany D<=1 Re, an envernmental
sp°c1ahst atLejeune,

Base personnel “‘will clearr up the -

ost hazardous sites first, the Had-

ot Point fuel farm being the most

-ardous,” said ist Lt. Colleen
:n of the Lejeune Joint Public Af-

~--1airs Office.

The cleanup effort “is now in the
design phase and will enter into the
construction phase sometime .in
January 1990. Further studies will

o~

ICATION DAILY NEWS

“be_ conducted to define the lower

* aquifer in the Hadnot Point Indus-
trial Area beginning in October
1929,” said a statement from Joint
Public Affairs.

“Based upon this characterization,
remedial alternatives will be
developed to clean up the upper and

* lower aquifers in the Hadnot Point

Industrial Area,” said the release,
“It is not techmcally feasible-to
estimzte completion of the cleanup.

_ The base will be required to treat

and monitor, the groundivater uniil
EPA/state standards have been
met,” according to Joint Public Af-

fairs.

Estimated cost of t‘xe clean-up will
be developed in a feasibility study
that will be completed in fiscal year
1990, The U.S. government will pay

for the effort to remove the haz--

ardous waste.
Gasoline leaks at the bulk fuel
storage facility in Hadnot Point

caused the fuel farm tanks to be.

closed in June 1988.

Monitoring tests confirmed ex-
istence of the problem in April 1988.
Leaks from an underground tank
system were confined to an area two
square blocks around the fuel farm.

DATE 890916

‘on list of deaﬁup SH@S

The spill was contained by the
section’s natural flat ferrain and
water-table conditions, according fo
Joint Public Aifairs. The numb"r of

. gallons spilled was unknown.

Studies of monitoring wells
determined the leaking fuel was
gasoline and a preliv'nary report
was made in ilay 1988 lo North Car-
olina environmental officials.

After the leak was discovered. fuel
bladders wers used instead of ta1 s,

The study report on the fuei isak
was prepared by engineers from the
Nava] Facilities Engineering Cin-
mand in Noriolk, Va.

stats JACKSONVILLE, N.C.
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Dump cleanups draggmg as EPA
‘adds Lejeune, other sites to list

STAFF AND WIRE REPOR‘I’

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The fed-
- eral government is losing ground in
. its program to clean up the nation’s
* most dangerous hazardous waste
. dumps. -
i In eight years, cleanup work has
been completed on only about three
- dozen sites, and on Thursday the
Environmental Protection Agency

. added 93 new properties in 32 states

[ - including Camp Lejeune and four
other sites in North Carolina — that

" need to be cleared of hazardous ,

| waste and debris.

Camp Lejeune and EPA officials
" recently reached agreement on a
cleanup plan, with the Hadnot Point
" fuel farm set. to be the first site ad-
dressed. The construction phase is
- scheduled to begin in January 1990.

”. . The additional sites bring to 1,194

© the waste dumps scheduled to be

decontaminated under the Super-‘

fund program, which is aimed at
dealing with the nation’s most haz-
ardous waste problems. EPA of-

ficials have said the program likely -

will cost tens of billions of dollars
and take decades. '

. Other North Carolina sites added
to the list are Benfield Industries,
Inc., Hazelwood; Geigy Chemical
Corp., Aberdeen; JFD Electronics-

_Channel Master, Oxford; and Na-
tional Starch & Chexmcal Corp.,
Salisbury. . '

HEADQUARTERS FOR -
LOCAL SCHOOL DESIGNS -
Westerm Plaza

- -
=1 = T
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+ - member of the subcommittee.” " - SEE N
Grady said he was one of seven ‘state House members -

siulid e b B

| C County to he]p educa’te
-about program changes

. BY BETH BUFFINGTON
 DAILY NEWS STAFF .

state Rep. Robert Grady-and Onslow County Board of
'-Commxssxoners Chairman Barbara Buck. g
. Grady, R-Onslow, and ‘Mrs. Buck last week asked

.me)rcnbers of the Clean County Committee’s recycling’;
. subcommittee to help them educate resrdents on up-f_w “We? ve got to educate th o people because there " go-

" coming changes in the programs.”

... Grady said people need to know 'of the changes and"""""
understand that the changes are mandated by the state *
. government under Senate Bill 111 - the Sohd Waste:,j

. Disposal Act. *~ |~

. Speaking of solid waste dxsposal Grady said it is *“a -
"desperate_problem that our society's faced ‘with./“T

won't say .there are no answers, but there are only dif-
ficult ones — at least that’s what I learned as a

" assigned in subcommittee to draft an acceptable Solid
. ~Waste Disposal Management Act.

... Effective Oct. 1, the bill .will mandate several »
o changes to solid waste disposal programs over .a four- ;
. -year period. Changes include state regulations outlaw-"
- ing disposal of non-biodegradable products, ‘dangerous -
: ma;enals and “space-eatmg 1tems” in landfills Grady L
> sai
-, By- 1991, non-brodegradable 1tems hke plastrc foam
- cups, contamers with detachable rings, plastic bags and .
- polystyrene packing materials will be banned from the ;.
- landfills, he said. Dangerous -materials sich as lead-' ..,
.- acid batteries and waste oil also wdl not be allowed in e

. - garbage facilities, he added.

"+ Grady said items that take up space in the landfllls' :
; also wxll be banned W1thm several years These rtems

- The-bill also establishes guidelines_for: local ‘govern-
; ‘ments. By 1991; local governments must ‘initiate “‘eco-

;.o nomically fea51ble" recycling programs.’A year later,

_already begun’ preparing for the regulations, he said. A
" major task, though, is for the county officials to teach
“people that the inconveniences of Senate Bill 111 are

Grady sa1d e et eI

o

“ing to be a tradeoff or they re gomg to have to pay for it
~inthelong run," hesaid.

“-hard time gettmg the pubhc to make' the necessary
trade—offs of gmng up convemence for cost :

- “Onslow County has been taken krckmg and scream-
ing .into the solid waste disposal program .’ Mrs.
Buck said. “Believe me, we (county” commrssloners)

£™2 have found out that convenience is more important than
. money in Onslow County when we tried to close several :
contamer sites.” : :
i+ Mrs. - Buck - said county commxssxoners may have

LSt .M

‘frmsread the public’s -changing " attitude - toward -solid
* waste disposal, In the future, Mrs. Buck said she hopes
.- the public will be more educated and more wﬂhng to
- accept the changes. *

. two items. The bill does not include mandatory recycl-

t recyclable paper by state agencm, hesaid. .

" viduals can call 1-(919)-733-5648 or write: Printed Bills,
lma 2611,

mclude scrap trres, yard wastes and “white goods” ‘like
old washing machines and other appliances. ** " #* %™ }'

;' all'state ‘agencies must-initiate recycling and local gov- {
w ... .. .ernments must submit brenmal sohd' aste dlsposal
: ., plans, hesaid, : '
Educatron is the key to pubhc acceptance of changas

... Onslow. County is fortunate in that rts:offxcrals have ,‘-‘
~ in county solid waste disposal programs, according to -

“important in protectmg the state’s natural resources,

" Although Senate Bﬂl 111 accomphshed many of the.
'-rsubcomnuttee’s goals, Grady said it failed to achieve

“ing of all bottles . for a fee, or. mandatory use, of

For a free copy of the complete Senate’ Bxll 111 mdr-' o
NorthﬁCarohna General Assembly, Ralelgh, North Caro- R
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-year: incinerator, one arge enoughE
“to handle the hazardous wastes gen-*
erated by Tar Heel and orie other
- state’s industries.."Under - pressure
from Alabama, North' Carolina has;

BY RUTH SHEEHAN
DA|LY NEWS RALEIGH BUR

RALEIGH = Even though
proposed agreement remams’
signed, North Carolina ‘will ‘su
plans for an’ elght-state hazardo
waste “agreement 1o"the 'Envir
‘mental Protection’ Agency todayt
. ~“We are going to go ahead with it,
regardless of the fact that non

'l‘he agreement albext mcomplete agreement is’ sxgned It w1ll be a he is conﬁdent ‘that passage of the
allows :North . Carolina ‘to meet an -month or more before North Caroli~. deadline will speed negotlatlons _
,EPA—lmposed ‘deadline’ requiring  na feels the pmch of such a ‘move, - *“Anytime’ yoi're negotxatmg‘ ._offered to. Speed construction of the.
states” to prove their capacity to  officials said.~ contract, which this_is somebody’s facility. — ‘moving . the operatxonal5
treat and dispose of their hazardous - - The compact forged dunng fon- . going to hold out as long as possible, . date ‘ahead by about 11° monthsto*
wastes. “This will at least show that - th of negotiation, has been troubledi_ * hoping they’ll get everything they - January 1993; the state also has of-
orth Carolina remains’ committed - by dissent in recent months. o want,” he said.” I think -once. the” : fered to lease several large pnvate
to-a: ;regional: approach "' said Don - Alabama,- home to a landﬁll has_.,;v date”: has passed that somebod: ;_‘mcme_rators inthe meantime. ,
- islative . proved firm in its opposition to'a’ will eventually givein.’”> v ut Beason said North Carolina s
,:_ sti on 5 compromlsmg 3¢°'m ;* sure

. : -compact formed with states that do
ome of the other states ‘felt that we

“niot: have the: capaclty to handle eight
’1 Wastes it needs treated. Little said : ‘' modi ould malxe blg conc‘essxons with the

-othe <ot muich progress has been made in . Under:
mpact it- says 1t will - still deny *“Softening Alabama Gov. Guy Hunt's - agr
Superfund cleanup money untﬂ the stance on the 1ssue But Beason sald”:‘ have

LI

partmpatlon :At this"point, wé: :
‘evér have time to put anythmg else
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te compact leaves N.C. ‘up the creek’

y funds
delayed

HAN

#8H BUREAU

-Half the participants
sight-state hazardous
¢ have seceded to
aion.

¥p is offering to in-
solina and three oth-
¥er those states have
mised treatment fa-
=l officials said on
Envir™ ntal Pro-
npo. idline for
dangei ... garbage.

%, press secretary for
Gov. Carroll Camp-
Tuesday night that
fate had signed an
k Kentucky, Ten-
ama.

fhis will lead to a
distribution of the
Hous waste,” Eskew
~states will be eligi-
fhe agreement when
g to the table proof
keir wastes.”
fes, two of whith
s waste landfills, al-

ready meet EPA requirements for
the treatment and disposal of the
toxic trash. North Carolina,
Mississippi, Georgia and Florida ,
which do not, are “‘up a creek,” said
Linda Little, executive director of
the Governor’s Waste Management
Board.

Alabama Gov. Guy Hunt assured
the four-state agreement “is in no
way intended to permanently ex-
clude or place a burden upon
Georgia, North Carolina, Florida
and Mississippi.”

But Little said the creation of a

-smaller compact still puts North

Carolina in a difficult position.

Incinerator planned

On Tuesday morning the state
forwarded to Washington its plans to
build an incinerator capable of burn-
ing 40,000 tons of hazardous waste
per year.

The incinerator was the center-
piece of the state’s offer during ne-
gotiations with the other states over
the past eight months. It is no
secret, Little said, that North Caro-
lina’s capacity certification was
drawn up with hope that the eight
southeastern states would resolve

their differences and form a com-
pact. '

“Now, unless they (the four states
that have formed a separate com-
pact) change their minds, we stand

. to lose out on $26 million in Super-

fund cleanup money,” Little said.

North Carolina has applied for
such help for the cleanup of two
sites — one in Fayetteville and
another in Aberdeen.

The governor’s legal counsel, Don
Beason, took pains to point out that
if the EPA approves the funding, it
will be withheld until such time as
the state comes into compliance
with the agency’s hazardous waste
rules.

“As long as we’re making prog-
ress, they’ll just delay the funds. We

won’t actually lose them,” Beason
said.

Sites remain untreated

Little noted that loss of funds is
the lesser of the punishments im-
posed by the EPA deadline. ‘“The
greater loss is that caused by two
hazardous waste sites that will re-
main untreated for months or years
longer than they need to,” she said.

“And they don’t get any better over
time.” ,

- solvent recovery facilities.. -

- EPA officials have already in-
dicated that they will be lenient with

~ North Carolina and those other

states which have shown a will-
ingness to form a compact. In fact,
the state may be considered “in
compliance” because of its con-
tinued efforts and an indication from

“Alabama and South Carolina that

Tar Heel trash may still be buried in
their landfills. '

Beason said North Carolina’s posi-
tion would improve if it speeded the
siting and construction of its incin-
erator, Originally scheduled to be up
and running by the end of 1993, the
incinerator will now likely be sited
by May of 1990-and operational by
the end of 1991,

It is somewhere in between those
two processes — siting and con-
struction — that Beason believes
North Carolina will be admitted into
the four-state agreement signed to-
day by its neighbors.

If the state fails to satisfy the oth-
er states, or if it decides to abandon
the regional agreement for other
reasons, North Carolina would be
forced to build, not only an incinera-
tor but a metals recovery plant, a
landfill and additional aqueous and
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Lejeune waste sites
placed on federal list

Hadnot fuel farm spill

is first to be cleaned up

BY RICHARD F. SMITH
DAILY NEWS STAFF

Camp Lejeune has been placed on the fed-
eral National Priorities List for identification
and cleanup of hazardous-waste sites.

The list is used by the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency to deal with old waste sites
on federal land under the Comprehensive En-
vironmental Response, Compensation and Li-
ability Act of 1980, usually called the Super-
fund. :

Installations are ranked on the list by the
Harzard Ranking System, which assigns val-
ues relating to the risk of movement of con-
taminants through ground water, surface
water and air, according to the Lejeune Joint
Public Affairs Office.

Studies at Lejeune during 1982 revealed 76
separate sites for past hazardous waste man-
agement operations.

PUBLICATION Daily News

Of those, 26 sites warranted more study be-
cause they represented a potential threat to
health and the environment.

A follow-up probe of these sites in 1984
resulted in the closure of eight drinking wells
in the Hadnot Point Industrial Area because
of verified contamination from fuel com-
pounds. : '

Two wells were closed in base housing in
Tarawa Terrace because of pollution from an
off-base dry cleaner. Other sites are still in
the preliminary stages of investigation.

Base spokesmen say there is no immediate
health threat from the sites, but base officials
instituted safety measures during 1988 to
detect any movement of pollutants from the
most severely affected sections.

For more information on the program or

Lejeune’s listing on the NPL, call the NPL
hotline at 451-5100.

The Hadnot Point fuel farm will be the first
area on base to be cleaned up under a new
agreement with federal officials.

DATE 23 Oct 89 PAGE
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Fuel leak clean up

Basc ofﬁcxals wares nearing: completion on an
engmeenng study report for the tlean up of fuel leaks
drscovered at the Camp Lejeune Bulk Fuel Storage
Facility at the Hadnot Point Industrial Area.

This report and subsequent clean up are part of
the base’s ongoing program to identify, evaluate, con-
trol and correct past deficient waster disposal sites
and practices involving ground water contamination,
associated with the placement of Camp Lejeune on
the National Priorities List (NPL).

Monitoring well studies have determined the fuel
product to be gasoline, and a preliminary report was
made to North Carolina_in May.

Previous studies in 1986-87, showing these fuel
compounds to be detectable in the groundwater of
the Hadnot Point Industnal Area, led the Comman-

dmg General to make the decision to closc the fuel .

farm on June 12. By early 1989, the. fuel farm opera:
tion should be replaced by; an interim fuel operation
in the Industrial Area.

The clean up is expected to begm following final
design of a fuel recovery system.

Base officials will continue to monitor ail ground.
water wells for possible contamination. The drink-
ing water at Camp Lejeune is continually tested with
the base meeting all trcatment standards required by
the EPA.". SR

Wells and dxsposal sn&s do riot pose health hazards

. to people living or workmg on or near the base as

long as they dnnk water from approved sourc&s Peo--
pie should not drink water out of streams or from
unchecked wells on the base. :

There is no danger of any contamination in the
drmkmg water on or off base, and all contammated

g uound water wells have been sealed.

*. Camp Lejeune has set up a 24-hour phone line for

| pople with questions or comments about the sites.
# The number is 451-5100.
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'CAMP LEJEUNE

Study allows
lot reopening

Findings of a site-safety report
on possible health risks to
workers al the Defense Reutiliza-
tion and Marketing Office’s Lot
203 have led Camp Lejeune of-
ficials to temporarily reopen the
lot today because no apparent
risk to human health was found.

The decision is based on resulls
from a number of soil-gas lesis
conducted in February and this
month, according to the base
Joint Public Affairs Office.

Results indicated no health-
threatening soil contamination ex-
ists, said Lejeune spokesmen,

Lot 203 is maintained by the
DRMO as a site for surplus gov-
ernment property.

It was closed in March when
two 55-gallon drums, one labeled
DDT, were unearthed while an
employee was relocating metal
bunk beds. ‘

Base personnel plan to reopen
the site long enough to retrieve
the surplus property stored there.

The site will again be closed so
a full remedial investigation of
subsurface and groundwater con-
tamination can be conducted.
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St;it_';lge l_ot‘

reopens briefly
CAMP LEJEUNE — The De-
fense Reutilization and Marketing
Office’s Lot 203 was reopened
Wednesday and will remain open
long enough for the office’s work-
ers to recover surplus property
stored there, base officials said. -
The storage lot, off Holcomb
Boulevard near Wallace Creek,
was closed in Marc¢h after a num-
ber of 55-gallon drums — includ-
ing one marked “DDT” — were
found buried thére. N
Base officials said the decision to
reopen the lot ternporarily was -
based on the results of soil tests
showing no shallow contamination
exists that could threaten the
_ health or safety of workers at the
 site. , S
- Following the removal of the. ~
stored property, the lot will be
closed again to test for subsurface
.. and groundwater contamination,

rustication NEWS AND OBSERVER ,,,\(;,3“2 ¢ baty 1 DEC 89
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‘Cleanup efforts receive boost

Cherry Point negotlates pact on hazardous waste pact

BY RICHARD F. SMITH

. DAILY NEWS STAFF
- HAVELOCK — Efforts to clean up hazardous-waste

sites at Cherry Point air station have received a boost
by the signing of the Navy’s first Resource Conserva-
tion Recovery Act consent order.

- Environmental and legal personnél from the Marme

air station negotiated the pact with U.S. Envu'onmental
Protectlon Agency officials in Atlanta.

Under the agreement, sites at Cherry Pomt that are
suspected to be former hazardous waste disposal areas
will be studied, sampled and remedied under strict time

limits, accordmg to the Cherry Point Joint Public Af-

fairs Ofﬁce
The consent order includes sites previously mcluded

in a voluntary Navy/Marine Corps-sponsored remedia-
tion program started in 1984.

" Thirteen sites containing hazardous material have
" been identified at Cherry Point.

Of these, four have been designated as the most sig-

DAILY NEWS

nificant areas.requiring cleanup. The effort to. remove

~ hazardous substances from those sections will begin

this month. :

Studies on overcoming pollution at the other sites are
scheduled to begin in 1990.

All site studies to date have been reviewed by a
Technical Review Committee comprised of - Cherry

Point personnel, federal and state regulatory officials
and local representatives.

Military officials have said that most of the waste .
sites involve petroleum products like oil and motor

. fuels or such substances as paint thinner.

The areas were identified under the Department of
Defense’s Installation Restoration Program, a survey of
hazardous-waste depositories up to 30 years old on U S.
military installations.

At Cherry Point-and Pope and Seymour Johnson Air
Force bases, ‘““The vast majority of things we’ve found
are old burn pits and old landfills. But, they’re not easy
problems to solve,” said Air Force Col. Warren Hull.
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CAMP LEJEUNE

Fuel spill |
cleanup begins

An effort to clean up a fuel spill
was begun this morning at Camp
Geiger, according to the base
Joint Public Affairs Office.

On Wednesday, an undetermin-
ed amount of old fuel was
discovered in a ditch. The source
of the fuel has not yet been iden-
tified.
= An initial investigation by the
state Environmental Managément
Division’s Wilmington - office in-
dicated the fuel could have been
dumped and is probably not from
the Camp Geiger fuel farm.

: An absorbant boom was placed
in the ditch as a precautionary
measure prior to todays’ excava-
tion and clean up. The incident is
under investigation by Camp Le-

jeune’s Environmental Manage-

ment Division.
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Fuelfouls
Geiger ditch

JACKSONVILLE ~ Camp Le- |
Jjeune planned cleanup operations |
Thursday at Camp Geiger, where |
an undetermined amount of fuel |
.was discovered Wednesday in a
dxtch a base spokesman said.

Staﬁ' Sgt. Rick Lynch said the
‘source of the fuel had not been
identified. He said that an initial
mvestlgatlon by the N.C. Division

jof Environmental Management in-
dlcated the fuel could have been
‘dumped and probably is not from
'the Geiger fuel farm.. : .

He said that an absorbent mat
had been placed in the ditch as a
precautmnary measure and that .
the incident is being investigated

by Lejeune’s Environmental Man-_
agement | Dmsxon R e '
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BY RICHARD F. swum
. DAILY NEWS STAFF .

Camp- LeJeune ofﬁcxals ar
seeking input from area residen
on and off-base for a Communit

“public concern about : hazardo
*waste sites on base.” % #
"~ A total of 48 interviews' will

ficials,

‘jeune's Jomt Publlc Affalrs .Of-
ilce i ’

Wagner sald 1nterv1ews wxll be

vy .‘,.4

~ end of the month. i oo o

 those people interested in the pro-

Wagnersaid, kel

ed to and put those into the Com-:

- Relations Plan that will: address’

‘conducted.. with -*‘a-‘spectrumi;of
. individuals = city and county of-

4

gm Monday ‘and conclude by the‘ .

“We 'want-an across-the bo‘ard :
" sample of community leaders and::

cess’” of cleaning up the: s1tes,v'

munity Relations Plan. It's our - -
~way of going out into.the com-;; ..

i mumty to talk about the problem ‘ '
and how: we'll’ clean it up,”. the o

ajor said; %

.‘».'." .

"The base has set up ‘an env1—v ,
-roninental hotline at 451-5100.

* Interviews will be conducted by .
.’ Wagner or . 1st, Lt Ken White, also

of Joint Pubhc Affairs.

;A technical representative from .
~ Lejeune’ S. Environmental Man- - .
agement Department will also at-

tend the interviews. ‘
“ Lejeune was’ added to the Na--
tional Priorities List for clean up

- of . hazardous ' waste on Oct. 4, :
. 1989, That action was taken by the °

‘U.S.; Env1ronmental Protectlon i
- “We'll take the feedback: and 2 Do '

concerns of the people we've talk-

Agency :
:The listing has made the base

'ehglble for federal fundmg for \

; SEE WASTEIZA

PUBLICATION

Jacksonville Dailly News
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lacksonville N,C.

‘We've, caused the problem and "

ase resxdents or the water table, s
:,»he said,
local business* people, R
civic group representatlves and
- environmental groups,” said MaJ R
+ Stuart’ Wagner, " director: of ‘Le-""
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remediation of past hazardous waste
sites identified since 1982 under the.
Navy’s Installation Restoratlon Pro-
gram

¢ The Commumty Relatxons Plan is
partof the IRP.* S R

.+ Extensive envu'onmental studies !
at Lejeune and New River air sta- -

t10n have located 26 sites that re-

hazardous waste disposal practices. -

‘ '3

 ‘potential threat they pose t heal h
and the environment:™ 4L

: They include two. past lendmls a

’ fuel—storage facility, a past waste

“storage lot ; and: the "groundwater -
tables beneath a - sectxon Jof.. the
- base’s industrial area, ;-

" . The five priority sxtes are

’H OMercury contammatlonmm an

* area of New River air station. “There *

- is_also -possible groundwater pollu--

. tionatthatsite. -7y anp et
{JA chemical landhll at Le]eune ]
Rifle Range. The- former : dlsposal
* area is contaminated with organics, -
{"metals, pesticides, polychlorinated
blphenyls and tetrachloroethelyene:
. OLots ;201 and 203 off. Holcomb

Ry .

Lo

,Beule\vard at Lejeune. Buried bar-

rels,containing traces of DDT were

- uncovered - in ' 1988... Localized soil
: contammatmn was also found.

"OFuel leakage at Hadnot Point
uel Farm that has polluted the soil
and ground water, ‘
-;00rganic: contammatlon by
tetrachloroethelyene in the soil and

"‘quire further'study because of past £ grmlnd water m the Hadnot Pomt
i #%Industrial Area.:> o 57
i Of these, five sites have been iden- "3’
‘ tified for immediate %tudy du _? to the *Jxav
0

reliminary - s1te mvestxgatmns

'sec nd . in-depth “site studies

;,and*development of “cleanup solu-
- tions w1ll begin before the end of the
year,”according . to a statement ;

‘released by Wagner. *

# JTestmg performed to date shows
- that, none of this contamination rep-
_resents .an--immediate " threat to

public health or the environment. -

+ Although much - testing and study ;
remains to be done, Lejeune and the °®
. Marine Corps are fully committed to
-a ‘cleanup program for these sites
and correction of past disposal prac- -
tices - which may- be a threat to -
.health and the environment, as re- .

~ quired by law, accordmg to. the

statement

v completed on these five -

“r

PUBLICATION Daily News
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" Air Station ,
- Mercury Sivte

Rifle Raing.e.;
: Chemical -+
- Landfill Site.!

“Lot 201 and
Lot 203 Sites

Hadnot Point
industrial Area

i DAILY NEWS/KEN LOWE .
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CAMP LEJEUNE

Funds received
for fuel cleanup

As the result of a fuel oil spill
discovered at Camp Geiger on

April 18, the Installation Restora-:

tion Program will receive $100,000
to conduct a full site assessment

' to determine remedial- actions

necessary.

The money wili come from

emergency Defense Environmen-

tal Restoration Account funds of
‘the Department of the Navy.

" Field work will begin in about
three weeks, according to a
release from the Camp Lejeune

‘Joint Public Affairs Office.

Monitoring wells' will be installed

.to determine the presence or
absence of : “selected contami-
“nants in the: ground water in the
vicinity of suspected old
‘underground diesel tanks at-

Geiger,” according to the release.
In addition to the wells, ground

water samples, soil, sediment and

surface water samples will be
analyzed, according to the
release.

A risk assessment and feasibili-
ty study will also be prepared to
determine the need, if any, for

. additional cleanup.

Jacksonville, NC
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== cording toa hospital spokesman.

NEW RIVER AIR STATION

Raw sewage spill
isreported

RN - - Approximately 7,500 gallons of
: : = et raw sewage spilled Sunday at 2
lift_ station behind the enlisted
housing area at the New River air
station, according to a spokesman
for the air station Joint Public Af-
fairs Office. o

ava

i
‘

Thé sev}age spiiied into a storm
drain that emptied into Brinson

o - s ! New River, according to th _
Sl e spokesman. S
s 3 meapill was caused by 2

a t_‘._ ,}-,A ..
mechanical failure: of -pump
~ motors at the lift station. Lift sta-
: A . ! tions are collection points that
TR 3 send sewage on to the treatment E

.« Camp Lejeune Cofficials have | 3% -
flushed the storm drain with chlo- | | %
rine and placed granulated HTH -
chemicals on the ground in efforts 1 A
to help dilute the spill. ' l S T

1

]

g

The incident is under review to
determined the cause of the
mechanical failure of the motor.

ONSLOW COUNTY X

Ay RIS yoam e TS -
e ot VO et ¢ geérstand
T doereThut_was released._ m

= .

Creek, which empties into the L e
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study looks at groundwater

urvey to show
ffects on wer

¥ RICHARD F SMITH )
LY NEWS STAFF U A

3relnmnary Tesults of a grourd

ater- study -at Camp Lejeune in-
cate there is little protection from
rface contamination in some
eas for the aquifer that supphes

nklwter to wells

"he! supply source for the
se is . _ Castle Hayne aquifer, a
:d and limestone aquifer lying be- -

:en 50 and 300 feet below the land
face. o oo

n aquifer is an underground
or of porous.rock or sand contain-

K,
We have not detected any con-
ination of drinking water wells
ntly,” said Stephany Del Re,

water intc which wells can be

manager of the base Installation

- Restoration Program, :

. The study is being done by U.S.
. Geological Survey personnel in co-
_- operation with the Marine Corps. .

- Initial study results -show there
“are few clay beds in some sections

between the land surface and the

_production zones of the aquifer, of-
- fering scant protection from pollu-

tion from the surface.
The study will provide a detaﬂed

- description .of .the groundwater

resources of the base that will guide

future development, according to .

Douglas A. Harned of the U.S. Geo-

- 'logical Survey. He is fhe senior
. author of theteport

The . objective is to provide a
detailed description of the base’s
groundwater resources for use in
constructing a flow model that can
be used to indicate effects on
groundwater flow if some water-
supply wells are shut down or new

B i, YT, o SR T

"%‘v

J

by G

wells are added to the system.

A network of six water-leve] .
observation wells has been estab-;
lished at Lejeune by the U.S. Geo-: f

logical Survey for use in testing the’ ;“- T
~accuracy of the groundwater: flow
.model. Those wells are not for ;-
_'drmkmgwater e, TR j.

" Lejeune has been placed “on the -
- federal National Priorities List for '
"identification and cleanup of haz- .‘_-

ardous waste 51tes

_ % 5» .
Groundwater momtormg wells o

around NPL sites have detected /
levels of hydrocarbons, organics and -~
metals. Those wells are not used for
dnnkmgwater Ms. Del Re sa1d

Installations are ranked on the hst
by the Hazard Ranking System,
which assigns values relating to the
risk of movement of contaminants -

through ground water, surface
water and air.




. practrces mvolvrng ground water con- |

mrtment to excellence to deal with the
‘ ground water contamrnatron and wrll VT:-«

As'a result of a 1983 study program |
to identify, evaluate, control and correct ‘.
past deficient waste disposal sites and .

tamination here, the Envrronmental Pro- . ﬁ

tection’ Agericy is likely to place Camp

Lejeune on the Natronal Prrontres Lrst in-

late February. ' <1
- The NPLestabhshes pnontres for the“ -

up hazardous waste srtes m the Umted
States.” '

Camp Lejeune uses and produces large

,-ﬂuantrtles of hazardous materials and
te products Although no hazardous
e is permanently stored aboard base

i hazardous waste drsposal rehed on

__._...r,..... . ,"‘

burial. © - £
- This drsposal method was acceptable at
 the time, but was subsequently found to
potentrally cause long-term prob!ems
through release of hazardous material in- |-
to the soil and ground water. Camp Le- |

.r.._._....w

: EPA s use.of Superfund # monies 10 clean"

- tamination has been detected by perrodr
. tests of drinking water“aboard base.-

[

The first phase is a Preliminary Assess-
ment/Site Inspection (PA/SI), and was-
completed in April 1983 for Camp Le-
jeune. The study identified 76 potential-
ly contaminated sites, and concluded that
while none of the sites pose an immediate

_ threat to human health or the environ::}’
- ~ ment, 22 sites warranted further m- .
_Vestigation. . .

The area pnmarrly under study at

rndustrral area. In 1985 traces of]

- trichloroethylene, dichloroethylene and

tetrachloroethylene were found in 8 of 35

- wells in this area. The affected wells were

1mmedrate1y closed, and have remaine
closed since. No single contammatro .

» _pornt has been 1dentrﬁed as the source o

contamrnatron for the wells, and no con<~

jeune realizes that the high amounts of
hazardous material used aboard base
~ presents the potential for damage to the |
environment, and . vigorously . pursues
- hazardous waste planmng and trarnmg
The base has been recognrzed as a Model -
Installatro and wrll use the same com-:

, nstallation Réstoration (IR)
. ’ Program, a three phase natronwrde pro- [‘ =

“ily as soIvents and degreasers

. The chernrcals fou d are used primar-{: .~

. Following the placement of Camp Le

‘ Jeune on the NPL, the Base has six.
months to initiate Remedial Investrga-_i:
tron/Feasrbrhty Study RI/FS) action in.
consultatlon with EPA and approprrate -

‘state authorities. Trme to complete the

.1 RUFS is negotrable and ‘must mc]ud“*

pubhc partrcrpatron i

L% Within 180 days fter comp et ’

' the RI/FS Camp LCJCU must reach an;w

e RN

agreement with EPA and state

" authorities for the completion of all

necessary remedial actions at Camp Le-
jeune. Substantral ‘continuous physical
on-site remedial action must take place
no later than 15 months after completion
of the RI/FS.

_Camp Lejeune continuously pursues a
vrgorous program of hazardous waste

"training, handling and management that

~ Camp Lejeune . Is the Haant P om_j; includes afinual courses of instruction  for

hose dealing w1th hazardous waste In
addition, the base has minimized the use
of hazardous materials by substituting .
non-hazardous substances_for. vehicle
maintenance and parts cleaningi:= -
_The base has established a 24-hour:
Hotlrne for questions and-comments con-

¢ cerning the National Pnontres Lrstmg
1. The number is 451 5100




| CUCLLLIC AdLDd
| dlscovered
in Lejeune
water-wells

'ByRICHARDF SMITH
Daily News Staff «#%0
A Navy.study of industrial con--
tamination has found volatile chem- -
icals in 10 deep-water wells at Camp -
Lejeune, causing Tarawa Terrace -
residents to face restrictions on. .
- water use while a new line is built. - - -
Substances found. in the wells...
were described today as “Yolatile -
organic chemicals” by Gunnery Sgt. - -
John Simmons of Le]eunes Joint”v
Public Affairs Office. - S
He said he-had no iniormatlon on
: whether the well water is dangerous :

“:

5

uf’

“According to the memo from the
. chief of staff, facilities, no federal or. 3
_state regulations -mandate an un- ;

iacceptable level of : theseg_organic t

Simmons sald.g‘

“The wells ‘were. rdered closed
.pending ‘further study and analysis
‘under’ the’ Navy Assessment and .,
‘Control of " Installation , Polluta
kProgram,” the spokesman said. ’
“»:’ “Ten ' deep-water ; wells " aboard
.base have been taken off-line since ;;
‘December'as a result of ‘a Navy-“i
-wide study of industrial contamina-.;f-
,,tion aboard Navy and Mpri e, Corps
tinstallations,‘"Snnmonsse e

; “Eight of the. closed wells are: fi;
:the. .Hadnot . Point* water-supply‘:
. system,.-which services..the main<;
iside area of the base. The other two !

-'«The "well - closures have mot:]
created any water-supply problems gg
for Hadnot Point, but’the Tarawa
Terrace system can barely: meet
current demand for finished water:. +.;
- “As a -result, :the: commanding
.general (Maj. Gen. Louis H. Buehl
1D has ‘{mposed some “water,;
‘restrictions” on - Tarawa i .Terrace ;
_residents,” §immons said.. ..

“A recent bulletin sent to Tarawa 3
‘Terrace housing residents urged«,i
 them to -conserve water” in the
following ways: - water; lawns Mon-(%
.day through Thursday from 6 a.m. g
“to 9 a.m. only, do not wash cars, dos
tnot let the water run while brushing 7 .
iyour teeth'or: washing dishes and. :95 :
—only flush- toilets’ for :sanitarys
{ purposes,”ﬂSimmons sal

st (R
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Impact statement ready by“$uiiim

Report on area of base expansion

BY RICHARD F. SMITH
DAILY NEWS STAFF -

" The Final Envu'onmental Impact

‘Statement on proposed expansion of
Camp Lejeune near Holly Ridge is

now expected to be- submitted to

. Marine headquarters by mid-sum-
" mer, -

Base spokesmen earlier estimated
the- FEIS would be sent to head-

.

- quarters in March then changed the

possible submission date to April.

... The March estimate “‘was a self-

imposed goal” .from base officials,

said Maj. Stuart Wagner, director of
* the Lejeune Jomt Pubhc Affairs Of-
- fice. -

ment and looking at questions and
we’ll.continue to do that until we're
satisfied that it’s complete and
thorough,” Wagner said.

“Contents of the FEIS will be
made public after Headquarters,

. Marine Corps, reviews it. If they

posal, we'll make the FE
and there is a 30- to 45-day
period,” Wagner said.

No public hearings are
on the FEIS, he said. Seve

- meetings were held earli

draft proposal.
Wagner was asked how
ners will address the

“We re St]ll rev1ewmg the docu-

.the proposed outlying Harrier jet fa-

- cility at Oak Grove airfield in Jones

County. The Marine Corps -has
‘abandoned that expansion project.
“Lejeune’s “Draft Environmental

Impact Statement addressed the

wetlands issue and I don’t see any
change in that,” Wagner said. =
“The Sandy Run area has 36 acres

-of wetlands. Our policy is no net loss.
. (of wetlands). We plan to fill in 36
acres of wetlands and to mitigate

‘that by creating 36 acres of wetlands

somewhere else on base. If you fill
- in"an acre, you have to create an

_ decide to go forward with the pro-

; l IMPACTI FROM1B |
wetlands in the tract proposed for.
" expansion. -
Federal law restricts develop-
ments in wetlands, a regulation that -
. doomed several alternatlve sites to

hasbeen determmed

SEE IM

"~ No locatnon for: the new wetlands

After - the FEIS is reviewed atf'
Marine headquarters, it will be sent;
to. Secretary ' of- the Navy H

_ Lawrence Garrett III.

It will then be placed on ) the Fed-_'_

eral Regxster

Copxes w111 be sent to all persons
who have requested them and.will
be available at the Onslow -County
Library in: ~Jacksonville, base

libraries - .and: the Lejeune - Joint.

Manne ‘planners say they needf :
more training space for new'
weaponssystems : o
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BY RICHARD F. SMITH’
DALY NEWS STAFF. . . r

A multlmﬂhon-dollar effor‘t'd to

.EPA’s Natlonal Pnontxea Llst on
" Oct. 4,1989. - o
“Imhatron of cleanup actmns wxll

clean up hazardous-waste sites at " begin'this fiscal year with construc-

~ Camp Lejeune and New River air'
station will start before Oct 1, said
a Lejeune spokesman; - .
Officials from Lejeune, the Navy,
the U.S. Environmental ‘Protection

Agency and the state of North Caro--

lina. will meet Wednesday at Le-
jeune .to sign a Federal Facility
Agreement  outlining - the respon-
sibilities of . the parties in the

cleanup of 23 hazardous—waste sites -

at both bases. -

The' agreement commits, all par-
ties to a timely cleanup of - those
N, ~which - were hsted on ‘the

- — —

“tion of a fuel-recovery system for .
* the Hadnot Point fuel farm” at Le-

jeune, said spokesman Capt. Ken

White. Leaks polluted groimd water

and soil in that area.

© “In addition, the base has 1mt1ated"

the remedial investigation/feasibili-
ty study for the Hadnot Point Indus-
trial Area. That’s to examine the ex-

~tent of ground-water contamination
“that’s been- 1dent1f1ed there,” Whlte :

said.

“An RI/FS for the chem1cal dump
at the Rifle Range and the air sta-
tion Mercury site will be started’ in

del o

;Z/ia/cu

SR

i e

”[ late fiscal year 1991 or early fiscal

| year 1992, the captain said.

j “For the Tarawa Terrace and a

| couple of other sites — the JP5 and

- rapid- refueling sites (at New River)
— construction contracts for recov-

ery systems will be awarded in.

fiscal year 1991" which- ends Sept
30, White said. ‘
The time frame for removal of

pollutants “is dependent on the ex- -

tent of contamination found m the
- RI/FSstage,” hesaid.

“All the. available (removal).
technologies will be evaluated after

| the RI/FS: work is done. They'll
1dent1fy what téchnologies will be ef-

fective in dealing with .the problems.
1te Those '~

at a: partlcula

" technologies will be made public for

review” and comment by area resi-
dents, White said. .

Without speculating on the exact
project cost, “The Installation Res-
toration - Program will be a
multlmﬂllon-dollar effort,”. White
said. . -
The cost w111 be pard from the
Defense Environmental Restoration
Account,” ‘‘the Department of
Defense’s Superfund program ”
White said. ~

Environmental studros at. Lejeune

. and New River have located 26 sites

that require further study because
of past hazardous-waste-dlsposal
practices.

SEEWASTE/ZB

| WASTEi FROM lB”-

Of tbose ﬁve hav,e been 1den ied -
for unmedrate study because of the,;
tential threat they pose to’ ealth

1d the environment . :
The five priority sites are:

B Mercury contammatlon in.an .
area of New River air station. There

is also possible ground water pollu-
tion at that site. "

. W A chemical landfxll at the Rlﬂe -

Range The former disposal area is

—

contaminated with orgamcs m,_tals :
pesticides, cancer- -causing -
polychlorinated - bij henyls: ‘and -
* tetrachloroethylene, a ‘toxic chlori-
" nated solvent found in many types of

cleaning products.
M Lots 201 and- 203 off Holcomb
Boulevard at Lejeune. Buried bar-

< rels eontaxmng traces of DDT were
uncovered in 1988, Localized “soil

contammatlon was also found.

W Fuel leakage at the Hadnot

Point fuel farm that has polluted soil
and ground water: - :

B Organic contammatlon by
tetrachloroethylene in the soil and
ground water in the Hadnot Point
Industrial Area. .

Testing performed in 1989 and 1990
showed that none of the contamina-
tion represents an immediate threat
to public health or the environment.
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state was signed Feb: 13,‘here.:

- The agreement a cooperatlve effort bet» *
ween ‘the agencies and Camp’ 1ejeune, ‘will -
oversee env:ronmental reéstoration and pm: &

The ﬁrst Federal Facrlmes Agreement.
between -the state of ‘North-Carolina, the::
U.S: Envrronmental Protection Agency and :
i a Department of Defense mstallatlon mthef

A

State, EPA confirm mllestone
agreement Wlth Camp Lejeune

. ,' ‘waste _sites at - Camp Lejeune and New
-+ River.: . e
+“The Federal Facrhtles Agreement'

ratrfies our commitment to ‘clean iip hazar-

dous waste sites’ at Camp ‘Lejeune and

MCAS® New Rrver ! BGen

* Downs, CG, MCB, tolda group of rmhtary -
~ city, state and federal ofﬁcrals gathered at
. the Paradise Point Officers Ch -
_The signing-of. the agreement offi crally

SEE PACT, PAGE 13A°

tection at prevrously indentified hazardous_ RN

| - Jacqueline Schafer, assistant secretary of the Navy (installations and envlronment),
passes the document outlining the new Federal Facilities Agreement to Greer. -
Tidwell, regional administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, region iv..

'PACT FROM PAGE 1A -
begins restoratiort T fro

‘however, aecordmg to the general “We

‘have ' been actrvely ‘engaged in this

cleanup process for over 1 172 years.”
“The officials who signed the agree-

, ment were Jacqueline Schafer, assistant

| secretary of the Navy (installations and

Edyth McKmney, assistant secretary for
environmental protection, N.C. Depart-

‘Natural Resources.

of hazardous waste in accordance with
the Superfund Law,” Schafer said. -

The Superfund is'a U.S. govemment
. fund created for the cleanup of sites at

tion under Superfund come from sur-
charges placed on all chemicals produced
by major chemical companies in this

teu;%ff ;e:

.envrromnent), Greer Tidwell, regronal'
“administrator, ,EPA region . IV; and’

-ment. of - Environment, Health. andv-

“The purpose of the agreement ad-~
dresses the actual and potential releases-.

which toxic waste, potentially hazardous -
to health or the environment, has been "
dumped. The monies used for restora-

The new agreement is intended to im-
prove communications between . state -

.and federal regulatory agencies and the -
base; outline: mutual -obligations;
establish timelines for cleanup processes,-
and stipulated " penalties. for non-.

oomphanoe, and enoourage pubhc in-
volvement in the process.

The base will also eonduct remedlal a
investigations, - feasibility studies and
comprehensive response and corrective. -

aCtIOIIS toward envrronmental restora-

tion at 23 sites.
Schafer told: the ‘audience that much ':

of ‘the hazardousswaste found on base
. consists of chemicals commonly found

 at industrial and repair facilities. Some”
: of the chemicals found here include jet -

fuel; cleaning solvents, diesel fuel, PCBs,

é\o‘qe,,
g/\'—i/ -

e -and some heavy metal depos1ts.A .

g3l Theagreementalsosxgmﬁes&mpbe»
“jeune’s ‘willingness - to cooperate wrthv

state and federal agencies, according to

. North Carolina’s McKinney. Camp Le- -
jeune wanted to “see these problems
resolved.”

The EPA’s Tldwell aliuded to this as-
“well. “It’s proof posrtwe that the mrhtary
facxhtles are-as concemed about en-
vuonmental restoratlon as many of the

,‘ people who afe members of the conser-
| "vation groups around the country.”
v Examples ‘of ‘Camp Lejeune’s en-
| vironmental commitment is evident in
| its recycling programs and restricted
" lands to protect wetlands and wildlife.
© The base has recycled 87,000 gallons of
! oil with a net profit of over $300,000
‘since the recycling program started. It
: has also dedicated 20 percent of its land
- 10 exclusive wildlife habitation. These
"areas are restncted from mrhtary
! trau“ng X

McKinney also noted that the state
and Camp Lejeune have formed a “part-
pership in this envrronmental venture
‘together ... The mihtary base here is con-
cerned about bemg good nelghbors w1th

‘the community and workmg together
w1th it,” she said. -
" That relationship it i based ona SO-year_
- commitment, : according . to Schafer.
“True to Marine Corps tradition, it is
. taking responsibility on all fronts,” she
- said. “From cleaning up hazardous waste
sites to preventing polhition and protec-
ting ‘natural resources and supporting
Operation Desert Storm, [the base] ls,
moving_ ahead to- aecomphsh -alf. rts
* responsibilities.” '
“However; Camp’ Le;eune S respon-
- sibilities toward environmental festora--
‘tion won't come quickly or cheaply,
according to Schafer. “It will take 10s of
mxlhons of dollars” over possnbly 10
years.”




BY RICHARD F. SMITH

- yvironment; .

DAILY NEWS STAFF R
The effort to clean up- hazardous-

- waste sites at Camp Lejeune and

New River air station moved ahead
Wednesday with the . signing of a
Federal Facility | Agreement on
removal of the contaminants.. _
The pact was signed by Jacquelme
E. Schafer, assistant secretary of
the Navy for installations and eén-

Greer C. Tidwell,

Hazardous

four of the Envrronmental Protec-
tion Agency and Edythe McKmney,
assistant secretary for environmen-

--tal protection for the N.C. Depart-

ment, of Envu'onment Health and
Natural Resources.

The s1gnmg took place at the Le-
jeune * Officers Club. Brig. Gen.

:
J

general of LeJeune, served as host
responmblhtles of the three parties
sites at Lejeune and New River.

. After ‘speeches and.the s1gmng,

day. It’s ‘not .considered penance

reglonal admmstrator for regnon

ntes targeted“;gfor prOJect

) ‘general for your (the base’ s) past
.The: agreement - outlines: the

in the cleanup of 23 hazardous-waste

Ms. Schafer joked to Downs, “It’'sa
coincidence -that .it’s . Ash Wednes--

Michael P _ Downs, commandmg

,sins.”” The remark drew laughter
f.,from the audience. - °

..first signed in North Carolina for
"any federal agency. :

She quoted a speech by Secretary
of Defense Dick' Cheney given last

September before a defense and en-v

protect and restore the environment
of Camp Lejeune and Marine Corps

Schafer said.

she said, .
The ag"ee*nent “does prov:de a

Schafer said, A .
“We will all depend on commltted'

* The pact establishes a framework .
for preservation of environmental . :
quality at Lejeune and New Rwer, i

mechanism for solving technical dif-
ferences as we move forward "'Ms.

envxronmental professionals to en-

- sure steady progress,” she said.
Air Station, New Rlver,” Ms -

Problems caused by pollution in

. the past “will take time and effort to -
solve. Although the process never.
seems fo move as quickly as we .
-like, we'te off to an active start,” -
. Ms. Schafer told the audience.

In past years, hazardous

substances dumped at Le]eune and
the air station included
_polychlorinated blphenyls,
¥ j_degreasers, solvents~ and heavy '

'Ms. Schafer said the pact was the.

e metaléf shesaid. -

'_ responsibility - not only to the en ;

~wetlands and red- cockaded

vironmental forum in Washmgton,
D.C.

Cheney discussed the mission of
‘the U.S. armed forces, but added,’
“That mission is no excuse for ig—
noring the environment. Defense.
and the environment is not an ei-:

ther/or proposition. To chose . beeg - : P g o
*'tween them isimpossible.” . . ite paCt S|gnedl 1B iy

Marines and base civilian ———— e
employees “‘are working here to
SEE WASTEI2B

Now, “Our bases recognize our}

~vironment, but to our community |
,nelghbors ”Ms Shafer said.

‘Nearly 20 percent of Lejeune is
subject to restrictions protecting

WOOupeCkél 5, she aaiu

‘She said bt'he Navy, the state and‘. '
the EPA are “a winning team to get
the ]Ob done.” .

State and federal offnctals on Wednesday at Camp Lejeune
signed an agreement outlining plans . for eleamng up 23
hazardous-waste sites at area military bases '
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Base asseses waste s1tes

Camp Lejeune made the Natlonal Priority List .
of the US. Envrronmental Protectron Agency in
October 1989..- e

Thrs wasn’t good news for Camp LeJeune
However, since then people hére are already map-~
~ ping out ways to clean up hazardous waste sites —
. and assess other srtes that could contam hazar

dous waste .

In an attempt to provrde mformatlon to peo
ple about an upcoming assessment, an open house
was held at the Tarawa Terrace Commumty
Center S : o

" Attendance at the two sessions was not great
~ but the information was. Stephanie Del Re, in-
stallatron Testoration manager, was present ‘to

_answer questrons about the f1ve srtes to be

assessed , s

- These srtes are to be tested for possrble hazar
dous waste disposal. Site assessments are done on
- sites that have not been fully 1dent1ﬁed as bemg

hazardous ' -
One such s1te 1s a landﬁll located in Tarawa Ter- :

Tarawa Boulevard and Northeast Creek. “There .
has been no. samplmg to date at the TT srte '
Because it is close to, pubhc housrng, we feel,
responsrble enough to check to make sure no
hazardous waste was dumped or buned there

% “There s o, known knowledge of any, hazar -

"The landﬁll was closed in 1972. The materials
sard to have been dumped there before its clos- _

| volatile orymc contarmnants area here, the Crash .
| crew burf pit at MCAS, New River, an‘acre of

* assessments  to deterrmne if .hazardous waste -
- materials‘are présent;’An assessment team il
| " take samples of ground water, surface wa

and sedunent to analyze for contarnmatro

N around the sites to keep people out of the area

-is present in any of these areas protectrve gear,
" coveralls; protectrve boots, safety goggles and’~
" headgear will be worn. - -

ple who live or work in these areas

. wells were shut” down .due ‘to_contamination. "
- -to humans or wildlife at this time because base.

: water is tested and treated- for contammates

‘on the ﬁndmgs to be completed; accordmg, to Del .-
“Re. :

The other srtes are the old Piney Green Road

Paradrse Point goif course. and
.creosote plant on Holeomb Boulevard s
Begmnmg J une 10 the five ‘sites ‘will undergo -

. Before- the teams arrive, signs will be p

. Since it is not known whether hazardous waste

If hazardous waste is found, law requu es that .

cleanup operatlons take place wrthln 135 months o
after assessment is completed e

A major concern is how all of thrs affet -peo-.'

-Tt is known that there has been some ground ‘
water contammanon In 1985 three supply water

However, this doesn’t pose-an immediate threat .

Testmg is scheduled to last untrl the end of J u
ly, and it takes about four months for the a report -

‘race east of the sewage treatment plant between )

| ‘, a dump we felt we should assess 1t  Del Re said.

ing were oonstructlon debris, sewage treatment v

- plant { filter -agents and household trash
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‘Open ;House to be held

“An envxronmemal cleanup Open House wxll be S

3 held at the Tarawa Terrace Commumty Center -
April 30. There wzll be two sessions; 1 3 p m. and‘
79pm

| Informatlon at both sessmns W111 address up
~ coming activities’ concermng the inspection and

. possible cleanup of suspected hazardous waste

| sites on Camp Lejeune at the following locations:

| Tarawa Terrace Dump, Crash Crew Burn Pit,

- Piney Green Road VOC Area, Paradlse Pomt

. Golf Course and Old Creosote Plant. .

. Officials from the base will be on hand to ex-
plain the base’s mvestlgatlve efforts of the poten- ‘
tial hazardous waste sites 1dent1ﬁed under the -
Federal Facilities Agreement These ‘sites have " -

" been xdentlﬁed by the EPA as needmg furtherin

'.vestlgatmn to determme 1f they_,f are hazardous -




